
  

PASTOR LAWRENCE  

What Does the Bible Say 
about Guns? 

 Nothing. Guns weren't 
invented yet. Full stop. 

 Too often we turn to the 
Bible as if it were a trove of easy 
answers for complex societal 
issues. We treat it like an index of ancient 
wisdom that, if we followed it, would make 
everything right. In other words, we treat it like a 
magic wand. 

 What the Bible IS is a collection of stories 
and wisdom from many different sources, 
periods, and locations. Before we can 
understand the Bible in our context we need to 
understand it in its own context. While 
technology and society have changed in many 
ways, human nature remains pretty much the 
same over the last 5000 years. There is a lot we 
can learn from the Bible if don't treat it like a 
one-size-fits-all-handy-tool for everything that 
ails us. 

 So, what does scripture have to say that 
might be useful to our current societal debate 
about guns? 

 Well, over and over again in scripture we 
are taught to trust in God, not weapons, for our 
salvation. In Exodus Pharaoh's army, though 
technologically more advanced than the fleeing 
Israelites, are taken out in the rising of the Red 
Sea. David defeats the well-armed Goliath with 
some river stones and God on his side. Paul, in 
his second letter to the Corinthians, says "the 
weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but 
have divine power to destroy strongholds." Jesus 
himself tells Peter that "he who lives by the 
sword dies by the sword." 

Continued on page 3 

First  Presbyterian Church  

Communion                        Mar. 4 

Worship Meeting—5:30 p.m. Mar. 1 

Trustee Meeting– 4:00 p.m. Mar. 13 

Friendship & Talent– Noon Mar. 14 

Care of Parish– 1:30 p.m. Mar. 14 

Mission & Outreach– 6:00 p.m. Mar. 20 

Session Meeting—5:30 p.m. TBA 

MMMARCHARCHARCH   SSSERVERSERVERSERVERS   
LAY LITURGIST:  
     Terri Pleak 

GREETER:  
     Marilyn Woods 

USHERS:   
     Dennis and Susan Wilson 

REFRESHMENTS:  
     Susan Wilson 

COUNTERS: : :   
     Larry Clark & 
     Marilyn Woods 

THE  CALL   

March 

Newslet ter  
2018  

www.fpcgburg.org 

Church Happenings 



2 

 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
 

Friendship & Talent 
 Friendship and Talent meets, after a short 

winter recess, on Wednesday, March 14. We will 
meet at 11:30 a.m. for card-signing and Fellowship 

followed by a delicious lunch at noon.  There will be 
a special guest speaker after lunch from the 
Greensburg office of Clarity Pregnancy 

Services.  Missi Maschino, Center Manager, will 
inform us about Clarity Pregnancy's services and 

mission.  Clarity is a pro-life service 
organization.  We hope you can join us for 
fellowship, lunch, and this interesting 

speaker.  Kathy Denny will be contacting you on 
Sunday, March 11 to take reservations for lunch. 

 

 

IN THE CHURCH LIBRARY 
 Mike Gommel 

 
AT JESUS’ SIDE 
DVD 
 

 An animated film about five 

misfit animals that follow Jesus 

through the last week of his life and 

through the Resurrection. 

 

LITTLE RED WAGON 

DVD 
 

 Based on the inspirational true 

story of eight year old Zach Bonner on 

his quest to change the world with 

nothing more than a spirit of 

philanthropy and his beat-up red 

wagon. The director of RUDY and 

HOOSIERS directed this highly 

recommended film. 

 

THE STORY OF THE TWELVE APOSTLES 

DVD 
 

 A documentary that first aired 

on the History Channel follows the 

lives of the apostles to their deaths. 

 

THE WAY OF SERENTY 

By Father Jonathan Morris 
 

 A study of the well-known 

Serenity Prayer in which the author of 

this book contends even non-believers 

have found inspiration. 

 

ENDOWED BY OUR CREATOR 

By Michael I. Meyerson 
 

 A history of the founding 

fathers’ struggle to create a 

Constitution that ensured separation 

of Church and State, despite their own 

religious beliefs. 

Family Faith Night– Spring Edition 

Family Faith Night starts up again after Easter, running  April 

4 to May 2. We will again meet for a simple supper at 5:30 

p.m. with groups gathering at 6:15. We are still determining 

what the small groups are going to be, but some options we 

are looking at are:  

 Life Lessons - Impact moments in your life. A writing 

experience for elementary through adult ages. Led by 

Diana Blanford. 

 The Gospel According to Star Trek - gospel lessons from 

the final frontier. Middle-school and up. Led by Jeff 

Lincourt. 

 Nooks and Crannies - a service group cleaning out some 

of the forgotten corners of the church. All ages? 

 

Do you have an idea for a small group? It's not too late. Idea 

forms are available on the Information Table or just email 

our Spiritual Formation chair, Carey Anne Curran 

(ca.curran.8@gmail.com), with your idea. 

We are also looking at a fun Family Faith Night session for 

the summer! Stay tuned for that! 
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 On the other hand in the Gospel of 
Luke Jesus does tell his disciples to arm 
themselves with swords, but curiously 
never tells them to use them. In Romans 
Paul says that it is not in vain that 
those in authority bear the sword, so 
evildoers should beware. In Ecclesiastes 
the writer laments "Wisdom is better 
than weapons of war, but one sinner 
destroys much good." 

 The ethics of weapons and their 
just use is nuanced in the Bible. One 
could take a pacifist point of view based 
primarily on the teachings of Jesus, but 
it's clear even Jesus said some things 
that could make one pause on a strictly 
pacifist position. One could easily make 
an argument for weapons being used by 
the state based on Paul and other 
sources, but that doesn't make a case 
for the common citizen.  

 Most often the use of deadly force 
by an individual is couched in terms of 
self defense or defense of an innocent. 
One can make an ethical defense of this 
idea from biblical sources, but most 
often those who are lauded in the Bible 
are not those who kill for the righteous, 
but those who lay down their lives for 
the righteous. We see this most clearly 
in the example of Jesus, who could have 
used violence to defend himself, but did 
not. We know, in fact, his followers were 
armed, but he specifically told them not 
to use arms in his defense. 

 "So, pastor, does that mean we are 
not supposed to use guns to defend 
ourselves?" No, I'm not saying that. The 
question was, what does the Bible say 
about guns? Well, it says a lot of things. 
If I wanted to support the idea of using 
guns by individuals in their own 
defense, or the defense of another, I 
could easily string together some 
scripture that would support that point. 
But my point is, you can do that with 
the Bible. There's enough material and 

stories in there that you can proof-text 
to make it support your point of view.  

 So, sure, you can justify owning 
guns using the Bible. You can also 
justify guns being owned only by the 
state using the Bible. You can also 
justify no one owning guns using the 
Bible.  

 But the kerygma, the core, the 
seed of scripture for me is Jesus and his 
example. That is what is key to my life 
as a Christian, a follower of Christ. And 
while he never owned a gun, saw a gun, 
or knew what a gun was, I'm going to 
bet that when he told us to love our 
enemies, he wasn't asking us to shoot 
them. Does that mean that a Christian 
should never use a gun in self-defense? 
I'm not going to say that.  

 I'm reminded of a scene in the 
movie "Serenity" where the preacher, 
Shepherd Book, uses an anti-aircraft 
weapon to take out a military ship that 
was killing 
civilians and, as 
he was dying, 
confessed that 
his act was "not 
very Christian." 
Well, was it or 
wasn't it? We 
can point to 
scripture as a 
guide, but our 
faith has to 
carry us through 
our day to day 
living.  

God bless you 
on your journey. 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Lawrence 

 

 

 What Does the Bible Say About Guns?— Continued from page 1 



4 

  

PRAYER FOCUS FOR MARCH:    
                                 

                                             Sowing Our Seeds   

When winter is almost over, we begin preparing for fruitful seasons ahead. It 
takes long months of getting ready for the harvest. The soil must be prepared. The good 
Lord must send rain or snow. The seed must be planted, then the crops will start to 

grow. 

As we travel along life’s highway, what kind of harvest are we preparing for?  What 

kind of seeds are we sowing?  There are seeds of prejudice, pride, cynicism, or just plain 
indifference.  Are we planting now for a glorious harvest in heaven?  Psalm 126:5-6 
reads: “Those who sow in tears shall reap with shouts of joy.  Those who go out weeping, 
bearing precious seed for sowing, shall doubtless come home rejoicing, carrying their 
sheaves.” 

On the Sabbath day we long to see an outpouring  of God’s power.  Through the 
week we are busy with many things and forget to sow the seed. We should seek the lost 
if we are to harvest souls.  

 Doreen Wilkison—Care of Parish Team 

Katy Prairie’s Story 

To My Family In Christ, 

 I have had interest in fostering and/or fostering to adopt for a few years, and although I never felt 

it was the right time for me it was definitely a desire. I've had the blessing of working with many kids in 

my 4 years teaching art at North Decatur Elementary (5th year as a teacher overall). In early 2017, I had 

a student I was quite fond of move placements (within the foster care system) which meant he left our 

school. This student wasn't an "easy" child but I felt, as I felt with most of the kids, they were  good kids -- 

if they could get a foster home that would work to understand them, offer support, and be consistent 

that they could do well for themselves. As this current year started I began to wonder about the child.  

Did they find that foster placement? How were they doing? I made an inquiry with DCS, and I found out 

that they had been praying since October to find a pre-adoptive home placement for this child. That was 

on January 5th, and I began the process of determining was this situation meant for me? Could I be what 

this child needs? 

 I saw William on January 13th for the first time in almost a year, and I was reminded why I was 

fond of him. He is a bright, caring, inquisitive young man. Since then I have chosen to begin the process 

to become a licensed foster parent. I have been visiting him in Connersville 2-3 times a week, 

participating in family therapy sessions with him, and he has come to visit our home and see his 

bedroom (which he requested be decorated in Dallas Cowboys/Football theme). I have one more step in 

the licensing process: the home study which I hope to have completed by the end of February. We will 

continue with therapy and slowly transition towards longer visits, over night stays, and eventually he will 

come to live with me full time. There is no specific timeline for this and I am giving God the reins on this 

process. The state's goal of foster care is for reunification between the child and biological parent. 

However, if the parents keep falling through with their court-ordered action plan DCS can choose to 

move to Terminate Parental Rights. TPR is the current action plan and if this does go through I plan to 

eventually move towards adopting this kiddo.  

 A friend of mine has asked to have a 'shower' for myself/William on March 25 at the church. He 

may not be in attendance (much like babies usually don't attend the baby shower) but I would love to 

have you come celebrate with us. If you would like to RSVP please let me know via phone (text/call) 317-

525-2576  -- If you'd like to help by bringing a food item please let me know (we have just about all the 

other details covered)!   



5 

            Maundy Thursday Service: 7:00 p.m. at Kingston Presbyterian Church 

Good Friday Services: Noon at the First Church of God                        

                                     7:00 p.m. at Springhill Presbyterian Church 

            Easter Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m. at Greensburg First Presbyterian  

                                                                                                                      Church 

        Boy Scouts of America 
  

 

 If, later this year, you happen to arrive at Sunday services and 

notice a squad of unkempt boys unloading gear from a pickup and 

hauling it downstairs, don’t be alarmed.  They will be the scouts 

from Troop 571 returning from a weekend campout. 

At their January meeting, our elected Session leadership approved 

the sponsorship of a Boy Scout troop.   

This will be a traditional Boy Scout program.   Boys 11 to 17.  Open to all boys, regardless 

of faith or background. 

 To get things started, Joe Curran will serve as the troop’s committee chairman, 

responsible for recruiting and training adult leadership.  Dr. Ron Woods will serve as the 

church’s representative to the local Boy Scout council.    Joe and Ron will recruit other 

church and community members to join the troop’s committee, which oversees the 

program. 

 The goal is to build the foundation of a scouting program that will outlive us all.  So 

we’ll start slowly, first by finding adult leaders.  Then we’ll have a “school night for 

scouting” to recruit youngsters.   If things go as planned, the troop will meet this spring, 

with maybe a day hike in April, a campout in May and summer camp in July.   In August 

the boys will convene, elect their own leaders and plan their campouts for the coming 

school year.  

 Some background: The Boy Scout movement exists to develop leadership and 

character.  Each week the boys recite the Scout Oath and pledge to live according to the 

12 points of the Scout Law: Trustworthy, Helpful, Friendly, Courteous, Kind, Obedient, 

Cheerful, Thrifty, Brave, Clean and Reverent.  Each is encouraged to earn his Eagle Scout 

award, and many do.  In fact, in 106 years more than two million American men have 

earned the rank of Eagle Scout, which for each culminated with a community service 

project they planned and organized.  What those men have in common is that they chose 

a life of achievement, and assumed leadership roles at a very early age.  If you add up all 

those Eagle projects, it becomes by far the single greatest youth service initiative in 

history. 

If you know an adult who’d like to lead or a youngster who’d like to join, contact Ron or 

Joe. (Or call the church at 812-663-2197) 
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Seeking to Live God's Word 

 

    

 
Shut-ins 

Mary Gommel 
8975 W. County Rd. 600S 
Greensburg, IN 47240 

Anna Clemenz 
Aspen Place — Room 109, 
2320 N. Montgomery Rd., 
Greensburg, IN 47240 

Bill Baumgartner 

Home- 924 E. Beechwood 

Ln., Greensburg, IN 47240 

Hazel Shonk 

Home– 1029 E. Tara Rd. 

Greensburg, IN 47240 

 Don McKinney 
 Morning Breeze 
950 Lake View Dr. Rm. 1 

Greensburg, IN 47240 

       YOUR PRAYERS DO  
MAKE A DIFFERENCE! 

 
 

 

 

P L E A S E  K E E P  T H E S E  P E O P L E  I N  
Y O U R  C O N T I N U E D  P R A Y E R S :                 

F i r s t  P r e s b y t e r i a n  
C h u r c h  
202 N. Franklin St. 

Phone: 812-663-2197 
Fax: 812-663-9381 
E-mail: fpcgburg@etczone.com 

Visit us at: 

www. 

fpcgburg.org 

PRAYERS 

Prayers 
Each week, on Sunday, our 

church is praying for a 

member or family in our 

congregation, or whoever 

they request we  pray for. 
 

We are also selecting a 

church in the Whitewater 

Valley Presbytery each week 

to pray for as well. 
 

 

For the month of March 

we have selected:  

Julie Hamner 

Lois Laskowski 

Jeff & Cathy Lincourt 

Rock Linville 

Faith Presbyterian Church, 
Indianapolis, IN 

First Meridian Heights 
Presbyterian Church, 

Indianapolis, IN 

Immanuel Presbyterian 
Church, Indianapolis, IN 

Irvington Presbyterian 
Church, Indianapolis, IN 

Joe Westhafer 
Judy Rust 
Larry Starr 
Alice Rust 
Carol Courtney 
Dottie Bilbrey 
Eleanor Dixon 
Eva Westhafer 
JoAnne Martin 
John Connell 
Kathy Autry Miller 
Larry Baker 
Michael Yarmuth  

Monique Rust-   
               Metzing 
Naoyuki Furukawa 
             and family 
Phyllis Hellmich 
Ruthann Smith 
Steve Gookins 
Suzann (Batterton)  
                McCoy 
The family of  
            Pat Rooker 

One Great Hour of Sharing 

Have you ever taught a child to fold their fingers inside their hands and say 
the rhyme, “here is the church, here is the steeple, open the doors and see 
all the people?”  The wiggling fingers teach children, and adults too, that 
the church is not the building — the steeples, windows, or structure, but 
people gathering to worship God. 

There’s something else in the children’s rhyme. As the child breaks open 
their hands to reveal the people,” they move their fingers back and forth, 
often as fast as they can. This simple move reminds us that the church is 
the energy and actions that share the love of Christ.      

When a disaster strikes, people give, volunteer, and pray so that those 
impacted receive help and hope, this is church. 

When poverty and violence cause hunger and people join together to 
respond to the need and address its root causes, this is church. 

When injustice falls on those who are vulnerable and people join hands 
with one another and lift their voices against the interests of power, this is 
church. 

The church is the Holy Spirit’s transforming power emanating into the 
world sharing the compassion, justice, love, and peace of Christ.  
Presbyterians join the movement of the Spirit into every corner of the Earth 
— and in this season, through our church-wide One Great Hour of Sharing.   

The church is happening right now, all around us — because we share 
Christ’s love. 

Join us for One Great Hour of Sharing 

Article from: www.pcusa.org  
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The winter session of Family Faith Night was not all fun 

and games, but it was fulfilling and enjoyable! 

 

Spring Family Faith Night will begin on April 4.  

Sign-up sheets will be available soon. We are still 

looking for ideas for a new class for the spring sessions. 


