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When Holidays Collide 

Last year we saw a great coincidence in 
the heavens where the moon and the 
sun briefly lined up in the sky to create a 
solar eclipse. This year we see a similar 
coincidence in our calendar as Ash 
Wednesday and Valentine's Day share 
the same day. 

On first blush, these two holidays have nothing to do with 
each other as they are commonly observed. Sure, St. 
Valentine's Day has its origins as a Christian holiday where 
we remember Valentine of Rome, a 3rd century saint who 
was martyred allegedly by beheading and whose actual life 
is obscured by legend and folklore. But that's not how we 
celebrate Valentine's Day, which is irrevocably linked with 
hearts, candy, flowers, and declarations of romantic love. 

Contrast this with Ash Wednesday, a somber day of 
reflection marking the beginning of Lent, a 40 day season 
of preparation for Easter marked by fasting, prayer, self-
denial, and spiritual discipline. The day itself is marked 
(literally) with ashes placed upon the penitent observer's 
forehead with the morbid reminder, "Remember you are 
dust, and to dust you shall return."  

Quite a contrast with wine and roses. 
Imagine penning this for your loved 
one: 

Roses are red, violets are blue. 
I'm going to die, and so are you. 

But, maybe these two holidays aren't 
as far apart as they first may seem. 
Let's look a little under the surface. 

Ash Wednesday is about humbling ourselves, recognizing 
our own limitations, and seeking to undergo a discipline of 
service and self-sacrifice. Valentine's Day is about 
demonstrations of love, which is essentially a matter of 
thinking of others before ourselves. An effective 
demonstration of love is one that the other person would 
appreciate and understand as love, not one which gratifies 
our own needs. 

Continued on page 3 
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Communion                       Feb.  4,  11,  14 

Investment Meeting—4:45 p.m. Feb. 1 
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Mission & Outreach– 6:00 p.m. 
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Feb. 20 

Annual Congregational Meeting Feb. 25 

Session Meeting—5:30 p.m. Feb. 27 

                               
                         Service at 6:30 p.m. 

 
Feb. 14 
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WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
 

Friendship & Talent 

 Friendship & Talent will resume on March 14 
with card signing and fellowship at 11:30 a.m. 
followed by lunch at noon. Our devotions will be a 
mission program from Bread of Life. 

 

 

IN THE CHURCH LIBRARY 
 Mike Gommel 

 
THE REASON FOR GOD 
By Timothy Keller 
 

 The author, a Presbyterian 

minister whom Newsweek calls a 

C.S. Lewis for the twenty-first 

century, addresses the frequent 

doubts that skeptics, even firm 

believers, have about religion. 

Using literature, philosophy, real-

life conversations, and strong 

reasoning, Rev. Keller explains 

how the belief in a Christian God 

is, in fact, sound and rational. To 

true believers he offers a solid 

platform on which to stand their 

ground against the backlash to 

religion created by what may be 

called an Age of Skepticism. To 

skeptics, atheists, and agnostics, 

he provides a challenging 

argument for pursuing the reason 

for God. 

 

 

PRESBYTOPIA 

By Ken Golden 
 

 Rev. Golden, another 

Presbyterian minister, considers 

the distinctives of being a 

Presbyterian. Explaining the 

R e f o r m e d  t h e o l o g y  a n d 

Presbyterian polity, he answers 

many questions, such as what 

Presbyterians believe about the 

Bible, how they are different from 

the church down the street, and 

what is the role of the 

Presbyterian Church. 

Ash Wednesday 

Service 

February 14 at 6:30 p.m. 

First Presbyterian Church 

Greensburg 

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL 
MEETING 

PITCH-IN DINNER 

Sunday, February 25  

immediately following worship services  
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It's no accident that our Presbyterian relief organization is called "Presbyterian Disaster 
Assistance" which abbreviates to "PDA," a common abbreviation for "Public Displays of 
Affection." We show our love publicly through service and sacrifice, which are themes 
consistent with both Ash Wednesday and Valentine's Day. 

So, this coming Ash Wednesday/Valentine's Day, show your love with the sign of the cross 
written in ashes. 

In Christ, 

Pastor Lawrence 

Lent 
The season of Lent leads up to the most holy of Christian days, Easter Sunday. The forty days of 

Lent begin Ash Wednesday and end at dusk the Saturday before Easter, not counting the 

Sundays in between. The Sundays during Lent, like every Sunday, are considered weekly 

celebrations of the resurrection. Many denominations encourage disciples to renew and 

strengthen their faith during Lent. Plans are made for community-wide Lenten preparation 

through the spiritual disciplines of prayer, Bible study, fasting, and service. Whatever spiritual 

disciplines and preparations are embraced during Lent, they can help us prepare for or renew 

our baptisms as part of the resurrection celebration at Easter.  

Ash Wednesday is the entry point for Lenten preparation. It is a service rich in ritual and 

symbolism. Sometimes Palms waved at the previous year’s Palm Sunday service are 

saved and burned to create ashes for the next Ash Wednesday. Participants on Ash 

Wednesday come forward for a minister or elder to mark their foreheads with the 

sign of the cross in ashes, saying the words, “You are dust, and to dust you shall 

return,” from Genesis 3:19. With these words, disciples are reminded of their 

mortality and, when combined with the sign of the cross, they are also reminded of the hope of 

the resurrection. 

Christians receive the sign of the cross to focus on who they are as human beings, bound in 

death and life to Christ. Ash Wednesday and the season of Lent provide time to explore the 

mystery at the heart of the gospel that being a Christian means a new life through Christ. 

Maundy Thursday, the Thursday before Easter Sunday, is the day to commemorate the Last 

Supper of Jesus with his disciples. The story of Jesus breaking and blessing bread at 

the Passover meal, as a reminder of his life given freely for all, is told in the books of 

Matthew, Mark, and Luke. This Passover act became the sacrament of holy 

communion in the Christian church. Celebration of communion is usually the 

centerpiece of a Maundy Thursday service. 

Good Friday, the Friday before Easter, is the day to remember the crucifixion and death of Jesus. 

Many wonder why this day is called good. This Friday is sometimes called 

Holy or Black Friday, but the term good reminds us of Jesus’ blameless, 

good, and pious life. Churches sometimes have a special worship service 

between noon and 3 p.m. to represent the hours that the sky turned dark as 

Jesus suffered and died. Many congregations base Good Friday worship on 

Jesus’ last words from the cross.  
 

This information and more can be found at: www.presbyterianmission.org 

 When Holidays Collide— Continued from page 1 
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 CHILI DINNER 

  Friday, February 23 
  4 until 7 p.m. 

 At First Presbyterian Church 

PRAYER FOCUS FOR FEBRUARY:    
                                 

                                             The Month of Love  

  Have you ever wondered why Jesus tells us to pray for others who treat us 
with disrespect or do wrongful actions against us?  (See Matthew 5:44.)  He tells 

us to love people who try to bring our witness to a destructive demise.  Can it be 
possible for us to truly love people who want to make us fail at becoming more 
like Christ? 

 Many people think of February as the month of love.  Several acts of 
kindness are offered to others.  Children give their classmates simple Valentine 
cards.  Couples may go to a restaurant for a romantic dinner.  There can be a 

light-hearted atmosphere throughout a community as people cheerfully greet 

each other by saying, Happy Valentine’s Day. 

 These are expressions to family and friends.  But what of the ones who act 
against us?  Perhaps this thought is something we each can contemplate on and 
place into our actions throughout this month. 

 Let’s take a few moments to concentrate deeply on why Jesus asks us to 

pray for people who may treat us unfairly.  When we pray for others, we can 
actually begin to see them in a different light; we begin to look deeper into their 
hearts and receive insight as to reasons for their actions. 

 Perhaps Jesus is giving us the joy of watching changes taking place (both 
within the person and within ourselves).  Perhaps Jesus is guiding us while we 

pray fervently and sincerely for others.  Christ knows our attitude and 

understanding may grow into a love beyond our own ability for people who try us.  
The Spirit of Christ will bring a compassionate love between us when we pray for 
them and we become closer to God.  Deeper understanding and insight for others 
are given results when we pray for the Lord’s intervening in the lives of everyone 
around us.  And, even if there is no change in the other, our hearts will be 
different and we have assurance that we are following Christ.    

 February is focused on love in society and in church.  May we focus 
throughout this month on praying with an expectant heart and spirit.  We will 
see the love of God through Jesus Christ deepening our love for everyone - 

regardless of what they say, do, and think. 

 Dennis Shepherd—Care of Parish Team 

  Free-will   offering 
          To benefit 

     Mission 

             projects 
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IN LOVING 

MEMORY 
OF 

BARBARA 

BLARE 

01/09/2018 

WE WILL MISS HER! 

Boy Scouts 
 

Are you or someone you know 
interested in joining the Boy Scouts? 

 
A new Boy Scout Troop is forming and 

meetings will be held at the  
First Presbyterian Church. 

 
The new scout troop is open to all boys ages 11-18. 

If interested in joining, call the church at: 
 812-663-2197 

SESSION AND COMMITTEE NEWS  

 Committee Chairs have been announced for 2018: 

 Trustees: Mary Stradley and Dave Schlemmer will be co-chairing this committee. 

 Terri Pleak, outgoing chair, will remain on the committee . 

 Spiritual Formation: Carey Anne Curran has taken over as chair of this committee. 

 She is replacing Larry Clark. 

 Finance, Investment, and Stewardship: Roy Simpson will stay as chair of this 

 committee. 

 Worship & Music: Jeff Lincourt will also stay in this position. 

 Mission, Outreach, and Advertising: Marilyn Woods will continue as chair for her 

 final year on Session. 

 Personnel: Betty Zillick will remain in her position as chair. 

 Care of Parish: Polly Matlock is the new chair of the committee and is taking the 

 place of retiring Session member, Dennis Shepherd. 

 Mission & Outreach’s upcoming projects have been announced: 

 ♥  The first and only Chili fundraiser will be on Friday, February  23  from 4:00 until 

      7:00 p.m. (Carryout is available if order is placed in advance.) 

 ♥  Ice Cream Fundraisers will be held May 25 and June 29. We will consider    

      additional ice cream fundraisers based upon mission needs. 

 ♥  On July 4, we will once again be distributing bottles of water during the parade.   

 ♥  There will not be a Day of Caring this fall. We are considering Day of Caring  for 

      spring 2019. 
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Seeking to Live God's Word 

 

   Shut-ins 

Anna Clemenz 
Aspen Place — Room 405 
2320 N. Montgomery Rd., 
Greensburg, IN 47240 

Bill Baumgartner 

At Home, 924 E. Beechwood 

Ln., Greensburg, IN 47240 

Hazel Shonk 

Morning Breeze 

950 Lake View Dr. Rm. 70 

Greensburg, IN 47240 

 Don McKinney 
 Morning Breeze 
950 Lake View Dr. Rm. 1 

Greensburg, IN 47240 

Pat Rooker 

1555 N. Main St., Rm. H122 

Frankfort, IN 46041 

       YOUR PRAYERS DO  
MAKE A DIFFERENCE! 

 
 

 

P L E A S E  K E E P  T H E S E  P E O P L E  I N  Y O U R  
C O N T I N U E D  P R A Y E R S :                 

F i r s t  P r e s b y t e r i a n  
C h u r c h  
202 N. Franklin St. 

Phone: 812-663-2197 
Fax: 812-663-9381 
E-mail: fpcgburg@etczone.com 

 
2018 
Betty Zillick 
Marilyn Woods                        
Mary Stradley 

2019 
Jeff Lincourt 

Roy Simpson 
Katie Prairie 

 Per Capita  $39.05 

2020                            
Carey Anne Curran 
Dave Schlemmer 
Polly Matlock 

Clerk Of Session 

Darleen Fox  

Pastor 
Rev. Lawrence Lee 

THINKING ABOUT VOLUNTEERING YOUR TIME TO 

HELP A LOCAL ORGANIZATION?  

•      Bread of Life ·  812-662-4887   

  New Directions · 812-662-8822 

•      Meals on Wheels · 812-663-6099                                         

•      AGAPE Center · 812-222-4273 

•      Big Brothers, Big Sisters · 812-663-7556 

•      Kids Closet · 812-663-2084 

•      Decatur County Special Olympics · 812-663-4690 

•      Decatur County United Fund Adult Literacy Program · 812-560-3820 

Visit us at: 

www. 

fpcgburg.org 

2018 Session  

PRAYERS 

Prayers 
Each week, on Sunday, our 

church is praying for a 

member or family in our 

congregation, or whoever 

they request we  pray for. 
 

We are also selecting a 

church in the Whitewater 

Valley Presbytery each week 

to pray for as well. 
 

 

For the month of February  

we have selected:  

Frank & Phyllis Hamilton 

Jean Hoffman 

Marge & Mollie Hunter 

Maggie Jackovitz 

First Presbyterian Church, 
Franklin, IN 

First Presbyterian Church, 
Greenfield, IN 

Kingston and Springhill 
Presbyterian Church, 

Greensburg, IN 

First Presbyterian Church, 
Hartford City, IN 

Agatha (Aggie) 

Search 

Alice Rust 

Audrey (Rust) 

Hadler 

Bill Baumgartner  

Brenda Oldham  

Carol Courtney 

Claude Bilbrey 

Clinton Shepherd 

David Prairie 

Eleanor Dixon 

Eva Westhafer 

Joe Westhafer 

John Connell 

Jonathan Friend- 

infant  

Kathy Autry Miller 

Larry Baker 

Mary Gommel 

Michael Yarmuth  

Monique Rust-

Metzing 

Naoyuki Furukawa 

and family 

Phyllis Hellmich 

Ruthann Smith 

Steve Gookins 

Suzanne 

(Batterton) McCoy 

Toni Prairie  
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Family Faith 

Night 

Winter 
Session 

Pics of the Labyrinth 

And 

Cooking with Linda 


