
  

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 At the session meeting in July, Pastor Lawrence 

announced that he had accepted a call from a church 

closer to his family.  Executive Presbyter Alan Thames also 

attended that session meeting to help us understand what 

we need to do next (that’s your per capita in action)!  As  

you know, a congregational meeting was held to vote on 

the Dissolution of the Pastoral Relationship with our 

church.  Meanwhile, the Rev. Greg Steible from Rushville 

First Presbyterian Church graciously agreed to serve as the 

moderator for our session until an Interim is hired. 

 The wheels have already been turning toward finding 

the pastor that God has chosen for us.  First, however, an 

information form has been completed and probably, by the 

time you receive this newsletter, submitted to Presbytery to 

seek an interim.  Alan Thames is helping us move this 

process along as quickly as possible.   

 Since the information our church submitted in hiring 

Pastor Lawrence is so current, we will only need to update 

rather than start from scratch.  Hooray!  We will need to 

elect another Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC).  

Meanwhile, the Worship and Music Committee will be 

arranging for pulpit supply.   

 Remembering that God is the Head of the Church 

and that “we are a welcoming family of faith . . . seeking to 

live God’s Word by serving others,” your session elders are 

working on behalf of us all to maintain the programming in 

place and develop even more, encouraging the positive 

attitude we share, and moving forward to share the Good 

News that we love. 

 While we say farewell to Pastor Lawrence and wish 

him well on his journey, our faith and open communication 

with each other will help us continue our unity. 

 According to the third chapter of Ecclesiastes there’s 

a time for “everything on earth.”  Let’s pray and be watchful 

for what God has in store for us. 

Peace, 

Darleen Fox, Clerk of Session 

First  Presbyterian Church  

Communion                        Sept..   2 

Friendship & Talent-  11:30 a.m. Sept. 12 

Care of Parish– 1:30 p.m. Sept. 12  

Session Meeting– 5:30 p.m. Sept. 12 
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WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
 

The September lunch and meeting for Friendship and 

Talent will be Wednesday, September 12th.  Come 

early for fellowship and card signing.  Lunch will be 

served at 12 noon. Susan Wilson will be giving the 

devotions.   

Please tell Marilyn Woods if you are coming, if you 

can.  Otherwise, she will be calling for reservations by 

Monday, Sept. 10th. 

 

 
 

IN THE CHURCH LIBRARY 
 Mike Gommel 

 

 

PROJECT DINOSAUR (DVD) 

 Mikey’s chances of winning the 

science fair take a nosedive when his 

experiment suffers a crash landing, but the 

discovery of a dinosaur bone revives his 

dashed hopes. When Mikey realizes that 

evolution doesn’t agree with his Christian 

beliefs, he resolves to evaluate the theory 

himself and embarks on an adventure in 

learning.  
 

FRONT OF THE CLASS (DVD) 

 When he was growing up, Brad 

started making funny noises. Only Brad 

and his mother knew he couldn’t control it. 

He was teased, misunderstood, and 

punished for disrupting the class. By the 

time he is diagnosed with Tourette 

Syndrome, Brad had learned to hate 

school. Amazingly, when he became an 

adult, he decided to become a 

teacher...the teacher he never had.  
 

ERIC LIDDELL: CHAMPION OF CONVICTION (DVD) 

 This fascinating documentary 

presents details of the life of an Olympic 

champion who later became a teacher and 

missionary in China. As World War II 

approached, Liddell was placed in an 

internment camp by the Japanese. His life 

as an example of faith in the camp was 

admired and respected by all. 
 

CURE FOR THE COMMON LIFE, by Max Lucado 

 Another book by one of the best 

inspirational authors we have. Here’ 

Lucado offers practical tools for exploring 

and identifying your own uniqueness. 

 This book was left on the Library 

table by an anonymous donor. We thank 

him/her for the generosity.  

Thanks from Pastor Lawrence 
Thank you for all of the cards,  well-

wishes, and prayers for traveling mercy 

on my last Sunday. I appreciated all of 

the handshakes and hugs.  

I'm glad I could share the day with Betsy Moll and 

Melinda Weaver as they joined the church. This is a 

reminder that the work of the church never ends, but 

the actors change.  

I feel like we did great work together as pastor and 

parish, and I know that the Holy Spirit will continue to 

lead First Pres forward. 

 Much Love, Pastor Lawrence  

First Presbyterian Church’s 

Outdoor Worship & Picnic 
Sunday, Sept. 9, 2018 

at HighPoint Orchard 

Worship Services at 10:30 a.m. 

Followed by a Picnic 
 

The Outdoor Worship and Picnic will be shared with the 

Kingston and Springhill churches. Rev. Shannon Burford 

will be leading the worship service. 

We ask that all in attendance bring a side dish to share. 

(Names ending in A-L bring a side or salad; names ending 

in M-Z bring a dessert. Doing this will give us a variety.) 

The Orchard will furnish the meat and drinks. (There will 

be a basket in place for donations to help off-set the cost 

of the use of the Orchard.) 
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HEIFER INTERNATIONAL FARM PROJECT 

 

Heifer Gifts Empower Women 

 In Cameroon, farming is a way of life for rural women.  By 

cultivating yams and raising chickens, women produce about 80% of the 

food eaten in most households in 10 area villages.  500 women in these 

villages have been trained in agricultural methods that will further 

increase yam production, improve soil conservation and provide 

sustainable nourishment and livelihoods. 

 Not only did they receive training and education, the groups 

received 400 baby chickens that will provide manure for growing yams 

and other crops as well as income and improved nutrition.  The women 

built poultry coops for housing and safety and continue to raise the flock 

as a sustainable source of fertilizer.  An egg a day can provide a small 

daily dose of protein for young children.      

 The Heifer International project is on track to raise $1300 when the Fifth Sunday Project 

is finalized on December 30th.  After two Fifth Sunday collections, the total received is $715.00.  

These donations are in addition to the budgeted mission giving. 

“MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE UNTO THE LORD!” 
The Congregational Singers will once again step up 

and supply introits to our Worship Services. We are 

also hoping that at least once a month we can 

perform special music, perhaps as an offertory or 

elsewhere in the service. We might perform as a 

group, or perhaps someone may volunteer to do a 

solo, duet, or trio. Whatever number as may 

happen. The Worship & Music Committee invites 

anyone (everyone!) from the congregation to join 

us.  Rest assured that we will not sing anything too 

difficult! Our first introit will be performed on 

September 16. Please consider joining the Singers 

and add to the “Noise.” 

TOWN ~ Together On Wednesday Nights 

Our fall TOWN sessions begin on Sept. 5, and 

continue through the 12, 19, 26, and the final 

fall session will be on Oct. 3. 

We have two sessions to choose from: 

Nooks & Crannies—Part Two 

Explore, clean, and organize forgotten areas of 

the church. Leader: Darleen Fox 

Honoring the Elders—Faith Journeys 

Many of our older church members have life 

experiences and adventures that we could 

never imagine. Wouldn’t it be great to be able 

to hear or read their stories?  Our hope is to 

interview these people and to find a way to 

commemorate their experiences.  Co-Leaders: 

Katy Prairie and Kathy Denny 

Sign-up sheets are available on the Information 

Table. We are hoping that men will sign for 

sessions too. They will have valuable input for 

either class. 

 
A sign-up sheet is also available for volunteers 

to provide dishes for our Wednesday dinners. 

No one will need to provide a complete meal 

unless they wish to do so. You may sign for a 

main dish, a side dish, or a dessert. 

As you go through your closets, garages, and sheds, 
remember the church Rummage Sale.  Things you 
might not need anymore may be valuable to 
someone else. The church needs your support as 
the rummage sale is the main fundraiser for the PW 
women. This enables them to help others in need 
throughout the year.  

The rummage sale this year will be on October 25 
and 26. Thank you for all of your help.! 
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PRAYER FOCUS FOR SEPTEMBER:    

                           Labor of Love  
 

 In trying to decide on a prayer focus for September, lots of subjects came to mind. 

The first was a back-to-school thought for the safety of children . The second was an 

idea for Labor Day. After all, whether we have a daily job or have retired, our "labor" is 

really never finished. Then, of course, there would be a memory in September of 

September 11, 2001.  

  Whatever September concerns might be, we must remember to ask God's help to 

complete any and all of our labors. God's work is never done, and neither is ours. Pray 

for strength and guidance to finish the tasks. 

 

     Polly Matlock, Care of Parish 

SESSION NEWS 

 The Rev. Greg Steible from Rushville is serving 

as moderator. 

 The search for an interim has begun--full speed 

ahead! 

 Check out the concrete repairs to the sidewalk, 

steps, in the front.  Funds from the Smock 

Foundation and the Schreiber Fund have paid 

the bill!  A portion of the Washington Street 

sidewalk is yet to be finished. 

 Thanks to the Stradley family for providing an 

air conditioner for the office area and to the 

Lincourts for donating two new programmable 

thermostats for the sanctuary. 

 Per capita for next year is set at $39.05. 

 Speakers for pulpit supply have been secured 

for the next several weeks by the Worship and 

Music Committee. 

 If you have any questions or concerns, please 

talk with a Session member. 

COMMITTEE NEWS 

SPIRITUAL FORMATION 

 TOWN meeting groups will start Sept. 5. See 

page 3. 

 Talked about holding a once-a-month women’s 

study/fellowship group and the possibility of a 

men-centered group. 

 Discussed a possible upcoming group titled 

“Sew What?” 

MISSION & OUTREACH 

     Mission Fundraising Donations– The chili and 

ice cream fundraisers and water distribution 

donations yielded $656.75 during 2018. The 

Mission & Outreach Committee, with the Session 

approval, recommended the following distributions 

to local non-profits: 

 AGAPE    $200.00 

 Backpack Project       100.00 

 Kids closet           56.75 

 Shop with a Cop       100.00 

 Fire Dept. Safety Program    100.00 

 Boy Scout Troop #571 t-shirts   100.00 

                    Total donations  $656.75 

TRUSTEE 

 The front sidewalks have been replaced and the 

front wall has been repaired. We are still 

waiting on part of the Washington Street 

sidewalk to be finished. 

 A new AC unit has been installed for the church 

office, music room, and upstairs restrooms. We 

are very grateful to the Stradley family for their 

generosity. 

 New programmable thermostats will soon be 

installed in the Sanctuary thanks to the 

Lincourts. 

 Carpet is being removed in one of the 

downstairs classrooms by Anthony. 

 Two flower holders are being donated by Greg 

and Judy Rust for the front of the church. 
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      God’s Green Earth: Reducing Our Environmental Footprint 
Do you want to have a smaller impact on the environment? There are many ways we can 

reduce our imprint on Earth, and some of them are easier to do than you might think. 

Provided here are simple ways you can reduce your footprint and help save our planet 

earth. 
 

Saving energy  

 Turn off the lights and electronics in a room when you aren't using them.  Use natural light instead 

of electric light when possible, and install energy efficient bulbs. 

 Use your electronics only when necessary. Unplug or shut off power strip. 

 Lower your thermostat in the winter and raise in the summer. 

 Wash your clothes in cold water. 

 Hang your clothes out to dry or use a drying rack rather than using an automatic dryer. 

 Walk, bike, use public transit or carpool. Take a staycation or vacation close to home. 

 Use solar panels for power (not such an easy one). 

Making Wise Food Purchases 

 Buy products that are locally grown.  Shorter distance means less fuel and handling. 

Shopping in an Environmentally Friendly Fashion 

 Take your cloth tote bags to the store instead of using paper or plastic bags. 

 Buy recycled products, from local shops and markets.  

 Do multiple errands with one car outing.  
 

Gardening in an Eco-Friendly Way 

 Mow your lawn only when you have to. Use a push mower if possible. 

 Water your plants and lawn only when needed. 

 Start your own garden to grow your own foods. 

 Use a compost bucket on your balcony or a compost bin in your yard. 

 Collect rainwater to water gardens, lawns and flowerbeds. 
 

Reducing, Reusing and Recycling 

 Don't forget to recycle your cardboard, plastic, paper, newspapers, cans, and glass. 

 Save Paper and Plastic. Subscribe to online newspapers and eBooks. 

 Go paperless with magazines and bills. Go to the library instead of buying books. 

 Ditch the paper towels- use a cloth rag instead. 

 Buy a coffee tumbler- Many shops, including Starbucks, will discount your java if you do so. 

 Bring your own reusable grocery bags 

 Conserve water. Drop a couple of bricks or rocks in the reservoir of your toilet (if you don’t have a  

                  water saving toilet already) conserving water every time you flush. 

 Skip bottled water-  use a britta to filter tap water. 

 Wash dishes by hand- instead of using the dishwasher. 

http://superheroyou.com/15-ways-to-reduce-your-environmental-footprint/Written by Sasha Graffagna 

*[http://www.jhsph.edu/clf/index.html Johns Hopkins University Center for a Livable Future] 

http://ecocentricdesign.ca/earth-day/  by Hajo Meijer 

http://ecocentricdesign.ca/author/admin/
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Seeking to Live God's Word 
by Serving Others 

 

    

 
Shut-ins 

Mary Gommel 
Morning Breeze Rm. 69 
Greensburg, IN 47240 

Hazel Shonk 

1029 E. Tara Rd. 

Greensburg, IN 47240 

 Don McKinney 
206 E. 5th Street 
Greensburg, IN 47240 

 

  

 

  YOUR PRAYERS DO  

MAKE A DIFFERENCE! 

 

 

 

 

P L E A S E  K E E P  T H E S E  P E O P L E  I N  Y O U R  
C O N T I N U E D  P R A Y E R S :                 

F i r s t  
P r e s b y t e r i a n  
C h u r c h  
 

202 N. Franklin St. 
Greensburg, IN 47240 

Phone: 812-663-2197 
Fax: 812-663-9381 
E-mail: fpcgburg@etczone.com 

 

Class of 2018 
Betty Zillick 
Marilyn Woods                        
Mary Stradley 

Class of 2019 
Jeff Lincourt 
Roy Simpson 
Katy Prairie 

  

Class of 2020                            
Carey Anne Curran 
Dave Schlemmer 
Polly Matlock 

Clerk Of Session 

Darleen Fox  

Moderator 
Rev. Greg Steible 

THINKING ABOUT VOLUNTEERING YOUR TIME TO HELP A LOCAL ORGANIZATION?  

•      Bread of Life ·  812-662-4887   

  New Directions · 812-662-8822 

•      Meals on Wheels · 812-663-6099                                         

•      AGAPE Center · 812-222-4273 

•      Big Brothers, Big Sisters · 812-663-7556 

•      Kids Closet · 812-663-2084 

•      Decatur County Special Olympics · 812-663-4690 

•      Decatur County United Fund Adult Literacy Program ·  812-560-3820 

•      Hospice of South Central Indiana · 812-314-8000 

 

Visit us at: 

www. 

fpcgburg.org 

2018 Session  

PRAYERS 

Prayers 
Each week, our church prays 

for a member or family in our 

congregation. 
 

We are also selecting a 

church in the Whitewater 

Valley Presbytery every week 

to pray for as well. 

 

For the month of September 

we have selected:  

Jean Stutz 

Daryl and Carol Tressler 

John & Sandy Westhafer 

Joe & Anne Westhafer 

Matt & Gia Westhafer 

and 

Reid Memorial PC 
Richmond 

First PC, Rushville 

Trinity PC, Rushville 

First PC, Shelbyville 

First PC, Tipton 

Penny Dolph 

The family and friends of 

Jan Bartels 

Susie Green 

Rose Ewald 

Carolyn Hill and family 

Ruth Anne Smith 

Susan and Tom Bernardi 

Per Capita 2018— $39.05 
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We welcomed  

two new members 

to our church 

family. 

Melinda Weaver  

and 

Betsy Moll 

We bid a  

sad farewell to  

Pastor Lawrence. 

Our final Wiener 

Wednesday was at the 

home of Dennis and 

Susan Wilson 

Good-bye Mr. Wiener 

We will miss you! 


