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Church Happenings 

Wally Words 

"Halloween" 
 

 In the comic strip "Peanuts," we find Charlie Brown 

hiding in the pumpkin patch, hoping to see the Great 

Pumpkin.  Charlie Brown thinks the Great Pumpkin is 

searching for the most sincere pumpkin patch on 

Halloween.  If Charlie Brown is anything, he is sincere. 

And every year he hopes to see his mystical Great 

Pumpkin, who he believes makes an appearance every 

fall. 
 

 In Europe in the Middle Ages, Autumn expectations 

were quite different for ordinary people, most of whom 

were illiterate.  Even some priests were uneducated.  In 

all cultures, even Christian cultures, religion provided 

explanations for natural phenomena through folk tales. 

No distinctions were made between fact and fantasy, 

such as with Halloween.  
 

 Halloween is thought to have evolved from the 

ancient Celtic holiday of Samhain.  The Celts used the 

day to mark the end of the harvest season and the 

beginning of winter.  They also believed the change of 

seasons was a bridge to the world of the dead.  Over the 

course of centuries, Halloween went from a pagan ritual 

to a day of costumes, jack-o-lanterns, and treats for 

children.   
 

 There is another explanation about the origins of 

Halloween, an explanation given to me by a friend who is 

a Catholic Deacon.  According to him, the Church in 

Rome taught that a cosmic contest occurred annually 

right before All Saints' Day.  This contest features all the 

angels and saints vs. the forces of Satan.  All the holy 

angels and the venerated saints throughout the ages 

return to earth in spiritual form.  The Devil, accompanied 

by his demons, minions, and fallen angels, exit Hell to 

return to earth to battle the forces of good for a single 

night called All Hallowed Eve.  From this battle, the 

hallowed forces of good emerge victorious.  God’s team 

wins.   
Continued on page 3 

OCTOBER SERVERS 

LAY LITURGIST:  

 Cathy Lincourt 

GREETER:  

 Terri Pleak 

USHER:   

 Mike Gommel 

REFRESHMENTS:  

 Doreen Wilkison 

COUNTER: : :   

Terri Pleak  
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WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
 

Presbyterian Women — Friendship & Talent     
Come join us, ladies, for Friendship and Talent on 
Wednesday, October 9 around 11:30 for fellowship and 
card signing. We will serve an always delicious lunch at 
noon for only $3, followed by devotions given by  Susan 
Wilson,  and a short meeting and prayer. 

 

 

IN THE CHURCH LIBRARY 
 Mike Gommel 

THE MEASURE OF A HEALTHY CHURCH 
By Dr. Gene A. Getz 

 Do our relationships in the 

church reflect Christ? Does church 

sometimes look more like a 

dysfunctional family than a healthy 

one? Do we really understand what 

discipleship ought to look like? The 

author helps you find the biblical 

approach to how God assesses the 

strength, health, and maturity of His 

local church. 

DANIEL 
By The Navigators 

 How do we hold on to 

godliness when the world we live in 

is so secularized? Filled with ancient 

wisdom and relevance to current 

needs and issues Christians face, 

this study of the book of Daniel 

reveals how we can live with 

influence and trust in God’s 

sovereignty in the midst of a secular 

world. 

MR. PIPES COMES TO AMERICA 

By Douglas Bond 

 The Worship of God in modern 

times has too often become shallow 

and man-centered. Many young 

believers have never understood the 

importance of approaching God with 

awesome reverence and majestic 

praise. The express purpose of this 

book is to rekindle a genuine interest 

within the lives of young believers in 

the traditional hymns of the faith.  

Some of the members from our church made the 
drive to Evansville to visit our old friend Rose Ewald 
on August 27. While there, they celebrated her 
birthday. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We Bid Farewell 
 

We said goodbye to David and Jayne Schlemmer in 
September. They sold their house in Greensburg 
and will be taking up permanent residence in 
Arizona. We hope they will come back often to visit. 
They will be missed! 

PW is planning a trip to Bloomington on 
Thursday, October 24 to have lunch with 
Marguerite Roller. Marguerite turns 103 
years old this year. Anyone wishing to 
join them, call the church and we will add 
your name to the list. 
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                      PRAYER FOCUS FOR OCTOBER: 
 

 The Year of our Lord, 2019, is in its last quarter.  This year has had many unusual 

and, sometimes, baffling events, situations, and occurrences.  From the shocking news of 

mass killings to an almost passive coverage of such deeds, to undermining the unity of one 

Nation to controversy over controversies.  We have seen, experienced, and been subjected to issues, 

ideas, actions, attitudes, and the inconceivable changes in society as a whole.   

 October brings with it its own uniqueness of changes and alternatives.  Days become much 

shorter and nights much longer.  The fields transition from tending crops to harvest.  Nature blossoms 

into bursts of colored life alterations.  Thoughts and activities remold into seasonal senses.   

 Much in our world today has opened new challenges as we face daily life.  This Autumn 

presents our church with opportunities to pray more effectively as we face appropriate actions in 

response to vast differences in our congregation, community, and world.  We are experiencing the 

changes in Nature now more than ever; we also are experiencing more changes in church and society 

than ever. 

 Throughout October, let us join together in a deeper agreement of devoting more action in 

praying for our Church’s changing times; praying for our society as the needs of harvesting a newness 

and renewal of genuine unity between all peoples; and praying for our world as the Advent of our Lord 

Jesus Christ’s Return continues to draw nearer and nearer in fruition.      

Dennis Shepherd—Care of Parish Team       

 Wally Words— Continued from page 1 

 A concern arose about how to keep 

people safe on this night when the forces of 

evil run amok.  How do you protect yourself? 

They asked what attracts evil, so that they 

could disguise themselves to be unattractive 

to evil.  Believing that evil has shallow tastes, 

that evil seeks glitz and glitter and wealth, 

people dressed like beggars or poor 

peasants.  Of course, some sought to take 

advantage of people's superstitions, so they 

started a "protection racket!"   These rogues 

disguised themselves as Devils or ghosts and 

demanded a ransom from gullible citizens 

lest they be hauled away to Hell.   
 

 That’s one story of the origins of "trick or 

treat" and the use of costumes on Hallowed 

Eve, now known as Halloween.  Today, we 

observe Halloween as a Holy Day to 

remember the Saints of the Church, saints 

past and present.  May we remember the 

sacrifices made by Saints of Old and saints 

today who inspire us with kindness, 

generosity, and humility.     

Prayer: Lord, we come before you weary and 

broken, discouraged and confused. Give us  

strength and endurance. 

Wally 
765-278-3749  —Call or Text              

revwwilson@gmail.com  
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SESSION NEWS 
The Session of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Greensburg, IN met for a 
regularly scheduled meeting on 
Wednesday, September 18, 2019       
at 4 p.m.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

MISSION, OUTREACH, MARKETING-MOM  
AND CARE OF PARISH  

 The committees are starting a 
Harvester program celebrating our 
senior members with a greeting card 
mission headed by Mary Narwold. 

 Mission & Outreach is focusing on 
Prayer Warriors and will be headed 
by Dennis Shepherd. 

 Jeff Lincourt will be updating and 
making improvements to our social 
media. 

 Rob McClintic and Dennis Shepherd 
are working towards starting a 
singles ministry. 

 Judy Rust has announced that the 
Thankfulness Banquet will be held 
on November 20 as part of the 
Martha Ministry. 

 Polly Matlock has announced that a 
Potluck Dinner has been planned for 
the last Sunday in October with the 
help of the Presbyterian Women.  

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 

 The PW has asked that the donations 
collected at the Potluck Dinner be 
donated to the Presbyterian Disaster 
Fund to help those devastated by 
recent hurricanes. 

 Presbyterian Women have announced 
that the Praise and Thank Service will 
be held on Sunday, November 17, 
2019. Details to be announced at a 
later date. 

WORSHIP & MUSIC 

 Jeff Lincourt reported that the 
Outdoor Worship was successful and 
the cost was much less than it had 
been at the orchard in previous years. 

 Pastor Wally asked about having an 
internet hook-up in the Memorial 
Room for Greg’s adult class. Jeff will  
take care of this. 

TREASURER 

 Jeff Lincourt and David Narwold will 
complete the church audit  for 2018 
records. 

 A reminder to all committee chairs, 
your budget requests for 2020 need to 
be submitted.  

   Blessed are the 
    Peacemakers 

Our Lord has promised us peace in 
these times of trial. He has provided a 
way for us to come to him in our times 
of need. The peace he can provide us 

can guard our minds and strengthen us. 
In his presence there is peace.  

By giving to the  
Peace & Global Witness Offering,  
we work to share Christ’s peace  

with one another. 
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Seeking to Live God's Word 
by Serving Others 

 

 

F i r s t  P r e s b y t e r i a n  
C h u r c h  
202 N. Franklin St. 

Phone: 812-663-2197 
Fax: 812-663-9381 
E-mail: fpcgburg@etczone.com 

Per Capita for 2019    $40.72 

 
 

2019 
Jeff Lincourt 

Roy Simpson 
  

2020                            
Dave Schlemmer 

Polly Matlock 
 

2021 
Mary Stradley 

David Narwold 

Judy Rust 

CLERK OF SESSION 
Darleen Fox  

PASTOR 
Rev. Wally Wilson 

THINKING ABOUT VOLUNTEERING YOUR TIME TO HELP A LOCAL 

ORGANIZATION?  

•      Bread of Life ·  812-662-4887   

  New Directions · 812-662-8822                                        

•      Meals on Wheels · 812-663-6099                                         

•      AGAPE Center · 812-222-4273 

•      Champions of Youth (formerly BB) · 812-663-7556                                

 Kids Closet · 812-663-2084       

 Decatur County Special Olympics · 812-663-4690 

 Decatur County United Fund Adult Literacy Program ·  812-560-3820 

Visit us at: 

www. 
fpcgburg.org 

2019 Session 

Leo Clark Sechrest 
Born Sept. 5,  2019 

9 lbs 8 oz,  21.5” 

Parents:  

     Nicholas & Arielle Sechrest 

Grandparents: 

     Don & Melanie Mobley 
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September 8, 2019 

Outdoor Worship Service 
and Picnic 

Greensburg, Kingston, and 

Springhill Congregations 

at Lake Santee 


