
  

Dear Friends in Christ: 

 Lucky us . . . or more probably it’s a “God Thing” that we 
have the most dedicated, faithful, knowledgeable and 
committed Ruling Elders on session.  To the Glory of God and 
for our church family they continue to pray about and act on 
what God seems to be leading us to do. 

We are grateful to the Rev. Greg Steible who drives from 
Rushville to serve as our moderator. 

 Three possible candidates for Interim are being 
considered and interviewed by the Personnel Committee—
that’s THREE and there may be more. 

 An appointed liaison will be assigned to us by the 
Committee on Ministry and then we can begin thinking about a 
Pastor Nominating Committee.  Interested in serving on that 
committee?  See Judy Rust, Cathy Lincourt, or Dennis 
Shepherd (Nominating Committee members). 

 The Nominating Committee will also be seeking 
candidates to serve on session beginning in January.  
VOLUNTEER to be a part of the governing body of the church. 

 All committees on session continue to be “alive—almost 
on fire”—the Holy Spirit at work?  For instance, did you receive a 
card on your birthday? (Care of Parish)  Have you seen the 
Farm Bundle display in the library area? (Missions and 
Outreach)   How about the folks who come to fill the pulpit each 
Sunday? (Worship and Music) . . . and our TOWN meetings? 
(Spiritual Formation and Education).  You’ve no doubt noted the 
new concrete work (Trustees) and heard about the upcoming 
Rummage Sale (Presbyterian Women).  Each month we’re 
brought up to date about our financial resources by the 
Stewardship, Finance and Investment Committee that meets 
quarterly.  Administrative Assistant Diana Blanford and 
Treasurer Susan Wilson provide information at each session 
meeting to let us know where we stand financially. 

 This is exciting stuff!  Be a part of it—let your ideas and 
opinions be heard/known by talking with a member of session 
and/or the nominating committee. 

 According the The Message (Matthew 12) “God’s 
various gifts are handed out everywhere, but they all originate 
in God’s Spirit . . . Each person is given something to do that 
shows who God is . . . “  What is your “something to do”?  Be 
involved—use the gifts that God gave you to the Glory of God—
consider volunteering for the many opportunities our church 
has to offer.  

 Meanwhile, I’ll see you in church Sunday . . . 
 

                                                          Darleen Fox, Clerk of Session 

First  Presbyterian Church  

World Communion Sunday                       Oct.    7 

Mission Meeting— 5:30 p.m. Oct.    8 

Trustee Meeting— 4:00 p.m. 

Friendship & Talent-  11:30 a.m. 

Oct.    9 

Oct.  10 

Care of Parish– 1:30 p.m. Oct.  10 

Session Meeting– 5:30 p.m. Oct.  16 

T.O.W.N.  Meetings—5:30 p.m. Oct.     3 

P.W. Rummage Sale 
 
Pitch-in Dinner 

Oct.   25 &  
           26 
Oct.   28 

OOOCTOBERCTOBERCTOBER   SSSERVERSERVERSERVERS 

LAY LITURGIST:  
   Darleen Fox 

GREETER:  
    Marilyn Woods 

USHERS:   
   Dennis & Susan Wilson 

REFRESHMENTS:  
   Doreen Wilkison 

COUNTERS: : :    
  Darleen Fox & Carey Anne Curran 

THE  CALL   

Octo ber  
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WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
 

Join Friendship and Talent on 

Wednesday, October 10th for lunch 

and devotions  Come early for 

fellowship and card signing, and lunch 

will be served at 12 noon. Enjoy a 

delicious meal at the cost of 

$3.   Betty Zillick will be giving the 

devotions.   We hope you can join us.  

 

 

 

 

Presbyterian Women’s 

Annual Rummage  
Sale 

Thursday, Oct. 25 
1-9 p.m. 

Friday, Oct. 26 
9 a.m.-Noon 

 

 
 

IN THE CHURCH LIBRARY 
 Mike Gommel 

 This month, instead of telling you about new 

library items, I am sharing a little bit of history. I’m sure 

that most of you know of William Jennings Bryan (and if 

you don’t, you need to read more history). An article in 

the “Greensburg Standard” on March 5, 1909, states 

that the Ladies Aid Society of the Presbyterian Church 

extended an invitation to Mr. Bryan to come to 

Greensburg to speak (he was known as one of the great 

orators of his time). Mr. Bryan, a strong Presbyterian, 

told the ladies that he would be delighted to come to the 

city next fall, although he could not give them an exact 

date at that time. So, did he come? No. 

 Patient but determined, two ladies of the Society, 

according to a “Standard” article on September 23, 

1910, traveled to Rushville where, apparently, Mr. Bryon 

was speaking. Again they tendered an invitation to 

Greensburg. 

 On September 30, 1910, The “Standard” 

announced that Mr. Bryan would be in Greensburg at 

the K. of P. opera house on October 5. Seats were 

available to the public for prices of 50 cents, 75 cents, 

and $1.00. 

 The “Standard” edition of October 7, 1910, 

stated that the K. of P. theatre was well filled despite a 

heavy rainstorm. Mr. Bryan spoke using the text “What 

shall it profit a man if he gain the whole world and lose 

his own soul.” As the “Standard” reported, “Some were 

disappointed that the lecturer did not ‘orate’ more (he 

was a great orator, remember),  but he had too much to 

say and too weighty a subject to waste his time in 

oratorical flights. He simply got down to business and 

talked for an hour and forty minutes.” 

 After expenses were paid and the remainder of 

the box office receipts were divided between Mr. Bryan 

and the Ladies Aid Society, the ladies made a net profit 

of $165...not a bad sum  of money for 1910. 

 A posthumous pat on the back to the Greensburg 

Presbyterian Ladies Aid Society for their achievement! 

The Season of Peace is 

           Upon Us. 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 7 

Your Peace & Global Witness Offering 
enables the church to promote the 

peace of Christ by addressing systems 
of injustice in our own communities 

and across the world. 

50% of your offerings will stay with our 
community and region for ministries of 

peacemaking and reconciliation. 

50% will unite Presbyterians who are 
working actively for peacemaking 

efforts around the globe. 
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HEIFER INTERNATIONAL FARM BUNDLE 

 

 We are on a mission to raise money for the Heifer International Farm Bundle with our 5
th

 Sunday 
Special Offering.  Recipients of funds from Heifer International have been successful in growing 
crops and/or raising animals that support not only their family but their community.  Our gifts can 
make big changes in communities where residents live in poverty.   

We talked about raising crops, but what animals will benefit  those living in poverty?  

Cows—milk feed children while their fertilizer makes farms thrive; A Water Buffalo is strong enough 
to till the land, gentle enough for families, and they produce a rich and nutritious milk for drinking, 
yogurt, or cheese; Llamas can produce 20 pounds of wool for clothing, blankets, or sold at market 
for income; Sheep provide wool, as well as milk, and hilly rocky pastures are no problem; Goats can 
survive almost anywhere, and they eat almost anything—while just one goat can produce up to four 
gallons of milk a day; Pigs produce large litters which provides large amounts of fertilizer to make 
farms more productive; Trees improve the soil and air, fruit and nut trees can provide a bountiful 
harvest;  Bees are small but make a big impact. Their honey, wax, and pollen can be sold-while they 
help pollinate crops to improve yield; and Chickens—provide eggs for nutrition. 

Our 3rd “Fifth Sunday” offering will be collected on Sunday, September 30th. A display is set 
up in the Reception Hall. Please help us to meet our goal. 
 

“Feed the hungry, and help those in trouble. Then your light will shine out from the darkness, and 

the darkness around you will be as bright as noon.” —Isaiah 58:10 (NLT) 

Hurricane Florence 
 

God is our refuge and strength 

     Therefore, we will not fear … though the waters roar and foam. —Psalm 46 
 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) urges your support for those affected by Hurricane Florence. PDA 

is delivering immediate aid to those impacted by Hurricane Florence on the eastern seaboard of the 

United States. Initial assessments suggest catastrophic destruction, but the full scope of the damage will 

not be known for many months. 

PDA is deploying teams to affected presbyteries to meet with Presbyterian and community leadership to 

assist in coordinating relief efforts and mucking out homes and churches. After initial needs are 

addressed, PDA will remain—providing spiritual and emotional care and Long Term Recovery to address 

unmet needs of those impacted.  Through your prayerful gifts we draw hope out of the chaos.  

The needs for the response will be great. God’s people are once again called on to stand in the 

“GAP”—Give.  Act.  Pray. 

To GIVE: For financial support for relief efforts, donations may be made 

to the First Presbyterian Church. Checks should be made out to First 

Presbyterian Church and designated for Hurricane Florence, 

DR000169 in the Memo. Diana will gather all your contributions, which 

supports the church’s response to hurricanes impacting the U.S., and 

mail a check to the PDA at Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), PO Box 

643700, Pittsburgh, PA 15264-3700.  

The Mission Committee has declared that they will match all contributions received 

in support of relief efforts up to $1000.  
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PRAYER FOCUS FOR OCTOBER:    

                           Our Church  

Our Church is not the building in which we worship. 

Our Church is each of us; of all who enters and worships our God in one accord.  It is a 
unity of hearts, souls, minds, and spirits with God the Father, God the Son, and God 
the Holy Spirit as our focal point to whom we offer our love, praise, thankfulness, and 
our daily living. 

 If one hurts, all hurt with that one.  If one rejoices, all rejoices with that one.  
Scripture says that we are the body of Christ, who is the Head of the Church Universal.  
The body cannot function without the Head.  From there comes wisdom, knowledge, 
thoughts and inspirations, guidance, and instruction as to how we, as the Church 
Body, function and accomplish the tasks of each day. 

Our Church. Our Body of Believers. 

 Throughout October, let us pray fervently for each other.  Pray that we each will 
experience our Risen Savior in deeper and more personal worship and relationship.  
Pray that we, as Jesus’ body, will support and work with each other, resulting in our 
community to where they see, witness, and can feel Jesus Christ’s presence. 

 During October, pray that each of us will truly seek God first and allow our Lord 
Jesus to be first place in our hearts and lives.  Harvest has come.  The fields are ripe for 
harvest – the gathering of the Triune God’s people.  Pray for the harvest; pray for ten 
and twenty and a hundredfold will be placed on the altar before our Creator and 
Sustainer of life. 

 As October progresses from days to weeks, pray that each of us will experience 
our Messiah Christ as the Way, the Truth, and the Life of our lives and our Church as a 
body.  Pray that we will know no doubt that Jesus came to redeem us.  Why else would 
God have to send the Son?  Why would the need of Christ’s sacrifice, death, and 
resurrection be required?  Why would there be a need to have faith and belief? 

 May we pray each day of October that God will reap active dedication, complete 
and fulfilling love, reverent worship to God alone, and a horn of plenty overflowing with 
the fruit and gifts of the Holy Spirit.  May we, as individuals and as a Church body, 
pray in ways and depths of offered wholeness to God like we have never before prayed.  

  Dennis Shepherd—Care of Parish Team 

SESSION NEWS 

PERSONNEL: 

 We have received three letters of interest for the 
position of Interim Pastor. Interviews are 
underway. 

CARE OF PARISH: 

 A reminder, there will be a pitch-in dinner on the 
last Sunday in October. 

TRUSTEE: Update on all the building projects 

 The mold in the basement is NOT mold. It is a 
moisture problem, and we are treating it. May 
need another dehumidifier, but hopefully not a 
commercial one. 

 The sidewalks are finished. Thanks to two grants 
the church had no expense. Plus, we have 
money left over to go towards termite 
treatments. Diane is keeping track of all the 
grant money for us. 

 We have two quotes on termites. Trustees will 
meet when Mary returns and decide on which 
company to use. Which ever company we 
choose, I suggest they be our bug spraying 
company also. 

 Two new thermostats with programmable 
settings have been installed in the sanctuary. 
Thanks to the Lincourts, the church had no 
expense. 

 All furnace and air conditioning projects are 
finished. Thanks to the Stradleys, the church 
had no expense for the final AC installed. 

 The northeast Sunday school room in the 
basement has been cleaned up and carpet 
removed thanks to Anthony. 

 I checked walls in the basement, and all show 
no moisture. Before we installed the 
dehumidifiers they had up to 90% moisture in 
them.  

Continued on page 5 
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Stewardship is all about making choices--as individuals and as our faith community.  Our 
church is much more than pledging and giving our money to the Lord.  It is about being faithful 
disciples, caring for and sharing all our blessings." 

Please consider prayerfully what YOU can share of the many blessings God has given you.   

The commitment/pledge form below asks that you consider your time, your talents, and your 
treasure.  What can/will YOU share as we continue to work together as God's disciple? 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

 

STEWARDSHIP COMMITMENT FOR 2019 

Greensburg 1st Presbyterian Church – Greensburg, IN 
 

Name(s) ___________________________________ Address______________________________________ 

City____________________________                State _____________                Zip Code _______________ 

Grateful for God’s many blessings and for the gift of His Son Jesus Christ, I (we) make the following 

commitment to support the mission of the church through our congregation:  

 

Time:  I (we) commit time to help with ________________________________________________________ 

Talent:  I (we) commit to the talents God has given us to help with _________________________________ 

Treasure:  I (we) commit financial support of   $ ___________  (   ) per week,   (   ) per month,   (   ) per year    

The proposed per capita for 2019 is estimated to be $40.72.  (We won’t know for sure until November.)  

I (we) will pay per capita for 2019 in addition to our commitment above: 

_____ I will pay per capita separately from my pledge. 

_____ I will increase my pledge amount to cover per capita. 

 

Please prayerfully complete this form and return to the church office 

 via mail, email, offering plate, or dropping off in person. 

 

 As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's varied grace.   

1 Peter 4:10 

 The Rusts are in the process of putting two new Urns out front on the new sidewalks to replace the 
flower beds. Again no cost to the church. 

 A new back-door has been put on hold. Jerry Fox worked on the doors to improve them. They  are now 
able to open freely. 

Thanks to everyone for all you do. We may not have a minister, but we have GREAT MEMBERS and 
EMPLOYEES.    HOPEFULLY NO MORE BIG PROJECTS THIS YEAR.  

      Dave Schlemmer 

Thanksgiving Dinner? 
A date has been set, but who will be planning it? If anyone has volunteered or if anyone would like to 
volunteer to plan the dinner (I know we will have many volunteer helpers),  PLEASE let the office know!  

Continued from Page 4 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+4%3A10&version=ESV
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Seeking to Live God's Word 
by Serving Others 

 

    

 
Shut-ins 

Mary Gommel 
Morning Breeze Rm. 69 
Greensburg, IN 47240 

Hazel Shonk 

1029 E. Tara Rd. 

Greensburg, IN 47240 

 Don McKinney 
206 E. 5th Street 
Greensburg, IN 47240 

 

  

  YOUR PRAYERS  
      DO MAKE A 
    DIFFERENCE! 

 

 

 

 

P L E A S E  K E E P  T H E S E  P E O P L E  I N  Y O U R  
C O N T I N U E D  P R A Y E R S :                 

F i r s t  
P r e s b y t e r i a n  
C h u r c h  
 

202 N. Franklin St. 
Greensburg, IN 47240 

Phone: 812-663-2197 
Fax: 812-663-9381 
E-mail: fpcgburg@etczone.com 

THINKING ABOUT VOLUNTEERING YOUR TIME TO HELP A LOCAL ORGANIZATION?  

•      Bread of Life ·  812-662-4887   

  New Directions · 812-662-8822 

•      Meals on Wheels · 812-663-6099                                         

•      AGAPE Center · 812-222-4273 

•      Big Brothers, Big Sisters · 812-663-7556 

•      Kids Closet · 812-663-2084 

•      Decatur County Special Olympics · 812-663-4690 

•      Decatur County United Fund Adult Literacy Program ·  812-560-3820 

•      Hospice of South Central Indiana · 812-314-8000 

Visit us at: 

www. 

fpcgburg.org 

PRAYERS 

Prayers 
Each week, our church prays 

for a member or family in our 

congregation, and also a 

church in the Whitewater 

Valley Presbytery. This will be 

our last month of these 

particular prayers as we are 

at the end of both lists. 

 

For the month of October 

we have selected:  

Howard & Doreen 
Wilkison 

Dennis & Susan Wilson 

Ron & Marilyn Woods 

Betty Zillick, Wendy 
Whitehead, Betsy Moll &  

Melinda Weaver 

and 

FPC at Union City 

CrossRoads Church 
 Westfield 

FPC at Winchester 

Zionsville PC 

Dennis Shepherd 

Dr. Mark Meyer  
     (Carey Anne’s brother) 

The family of Jane Hamilton Quigley  
     (Frank’s sister) 

Audrey (Rust) Hadler  
     (Greg and Judy’s daughter) 

Ruth Anne Smith 

Per Capita 2018— $39.05 

Springhill Presbyterian Church  

Hayride and Wiener Roast 
      Sunday, October 21st 

      (Rain date Oct. 28) 

At George and Kathy Bennett’s Farm 

3846 N. County Road 600 E 

If you are interested in going, call the church office or write 
it down on the attendance sheets. We need to send a count 

to them no later than Oct. 12. 
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T.O.W.N.  

Together On Wednesday Nights 

Fall sessions are off to a good 

start. 

Although it was 

a rainy day,  

the  

indoor/outdoor 

service and 

picnic was a lot 

of fun! 


