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Wally Words
I love to bike. Ever since my father bought me that
first red bicycle with one speed, I've loved to pedal my way
around. A second-hand Christmas gift, it cost him $5.00. He
anticipated that I'd take one tumble on it and give up. Well,
he was partly right. I fell. A lot. Dad would hold the back of
the bike and help me get started, and let me go. But by the
end of that December day, I was riding! He was so proud that
he bragged me up and gave me ten bucks! Hey, that was big
money back then! I still get choked up remembering that
afternoon so long ago. And he upgraded the bike 2 more
times before college, where for economic reasons I continued
to get around on 2 wheels!

Church Happenings
Communion

May 5

May 1
Presbytery Meeting– Muncie
PW’s May Day/Play Day—12 to 3 p.m. May 1

Leadership Retreat—9 a.m. to 12

May 4

Personnel Meeting– following service

May 5

Friendship & Talent—Noon

May 8

Session Meeting—5:30 p.m.

May 21

MEMORIAL DAY – Office Closed

May 27

MAY SERVERS
LAY LITURGIST:
Dave Schlemmer
GREETER:
Polly Matlock
USHERS:
Mike Gommel & Larry Clark
REFRESHMENTS:
Polly Matlock/Kathy Denny
COUNTERS:
Darleen Fox & Mike Gommel

Until recently, I continued to enjoy biking. I even put
up with wipe-outs each year. Now I’m giving it up because I
know too many safe riders who have been seriously injured
being struck by cars. Consequently I’ve only ridden on
dedicated bike trails. But with that limitation, it’s just not
worth the trouble. I always enjoyed the sun on my back and
the cool breeze, the smooth machinery, the company of other
bicyclists, the trickle of sweat, the challenge of reaching for a
couple more miles, and the self congratulatory après-ride (the
19th hole of biking) when I can bask in the glow of
accomplishment or lick my wounds.
Just as the golfers among us take out their clubs to
clean, or just to hold them again, so it has been with me and
my bike. I ride a long wheel base recumbent. I carefully
awaken it from hibernation, clean and lube it, check the
brakes and pump up the tires. And wait for a nice spring day
to take that first ride. Glorious, even picking myself up after
dumping the bike! Bikers don’t hide their scrapes. Campers
don’t hide their mosquito bites. Yet we Christians seem
embarrassed when we take a fall or get bitten. Jesus
appeared to disciples in the upper room; and to eliminate any
doubt, showed the wounds in his hands and his feet. And
they believed.
What about us, the Easter people? When we are
wounded, do we pull back? Sulk? Complain? Hide? Our
wounds show that we are real. So as others see evidence of
falls and scrapes and bites received “in the line of duty” they
will see we are willing to risk and sacrifice or suffer to do
ministry. When we are engaging the world as the body of
Continued on Page 4
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WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP
PW — Friendship & Talent
We welcome women to come to the May lunch and meeting
of Friendship and Talent on Wednesday, May 8th. This is our
Presbyterian Women's Birthday celebration and special Birthday
offering. This is a salad pitch-in lunch, so bring a salad to
share. Jean Long will present the birthday offering news, and
will provide a special cake for dessert. We gather for lunch at
noon. Come earlier to sign cards for shut ins and others in need
of a card, and to visit with each other.

May Day-Play Day
An afternoon of food, cards, and games

Wednesday, May 1
First Presbyterian Church
“The Church on the Square”
VOLUNTEERS are needed to assist with setting up ahead of May
1, and helping on May 1 with the fundraiser (serving the lunch
and clean up, etc.). If you can lend a hand, call
Terri Pleak (812-614-6367) or Kathy Denny (812-663-3891)
Your help will be much appreciated.

New Study Group for the Summer
Darleen Fox would like to lead a discussion using the
book Nearing Home by Billy Graham.
In the introduction Rev. Graham states that "I
never thought I would live to be this old . . . Whoever
first said it was right: old age is not for sissies."
Chapter I begins with "Growing old has been the
greatest surprise of my life," and he quotes from Psalm
90:12: "Teach us to number our days, that we may gain
a heart of wisdom."
If this sounds interesting to you, and you would
like to join Darleen in reading through this book (easy
reading, no homework), please call the office 6632197. Gatherings will begin June 2 in the Bridal Room
of the church at 9:15 (regular Sunday School time).

IN THE CHURCH LIBRARY
Mike Gommel
On the 20th of this month,
First Presbyterian Church celebrates
her 193rd anniversary. In honor of
this occasion, I’ve compiled a
timeline of the church buildings.
Included with the timeline are short
descriptions of the first two church
buildings. Copies are placed on the
Library table in the Reception Hall.
Please help yourself to a bit of our
history…
And yes, we have new items
in the Library:

BOO WHO
by Rene Gutterridge
A world famous horror
novelist who fell in love, found God,
and stopped writing to work as a car
salesman. A bride-to-be who buys a
wedding dress four sizes too small
and needs to shave a few pounds
off her hips. A sheriff who thinks his
cat is depressed. A minister who
removes half the pews from his
church and therefore winds up with
standing room only on Sundays. A
mayor who’s gone bonkers.
Welcome to the interesting town of
Skary, Indiana.

THE LEAGUE OF INCREDIBLE
VEGETABLES (DVD)
A Veggie Tales DVD that may
teach our younger ones a lesson in
handling fear!

EXPLORING EPHESUS (DVD)
A travelogue following the
steps of the apostles throughout
one of the great biblical regions.
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ATTENTION GRADUATES
If you are a graduate, or have a family member who is graduating, the church
would like to pay tribute to your accomplishments by holding a graduates’
reception in your honor on May 19 following worship. Please call the church
if you would like to be added to our list of graduates.

SESSION NEWS
 PNC– Several members have expressed an interest in serving on the PNC committee. This will take
careful consideration, and as yet, no decision has been made.


NOMINATING COMMITTEE– We are seeking someone to serve as elder
for the class of 2020 to replace Carey Anne Curran on Session.



PASTOR– Pastor Wally will be talking with one of our members to serve
as church representative on the Agape Board.

COMMITTEE NEWS
 MISSION, OUTREACH, PUBLICITY- We are changing our focus on
advertising; taking a look at making changes to the Church website; and
looking at possibly getting help with the Ice Cream Fundraiser from the
Boy Scouts and/or Greensburg High School Soccer team.


WORSHIP & MUSIC- Thank you to Pastor Wally for leading a great
service, and thank you to all for making our Maundy Thursday and
Easter Sunday a big success. We had a very special service and great
attendance.



SPIRITUAL FORMATION– Darleen Fox received permission to lead a book review on Sundays of
Nearing Home by Billy Graham.



PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN– In April, the PW served a meal for the Historical Society (fundraiser), and
they served a bereavement meal for Carolyn McIntosh and her family. The May Day/Play Day
fundraiser is planned for May 1. There was discussion about problems with using the dishwasher in
the basement.



TRUSTEES- SP&G will be starting roof repairs in the next few weeks. Be ready for scaffolding and
possible walking detours as the work is completed.
 A reminder to all, the two dehumidifiers in basement need to be plugged in at all times and all
doors must remain open. If there is a meeting or event scheduled and the dehumidifiers are
unplugged due to sound, please make sure to reconnect them when closing up and that all doors
are open. We finally have the moisture problem under control and we don't want to revisit that
dilemma.

Beautiful
Music
on
Easter
Sunday
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PRAYER FOCUS

FOR

MAY:

Remembering Our Gifts
It is important to remember two worthy words that begin with the letter "M".

 First is Mothers. Mothers make up a crucial part of our lives. Our children need that
unselfish love of a mother. We as mothers need to love our mothers too. Long life is
promised to all who show honor to them. It is important to give our love to these
dedicated women in our lives and don't take them for granted.

 Speaking of dedication, we call for those who dedicated their lives to the service of

our country, the Military. We are blessed to be living in a free society. May we honor
our American soldiers for the liberty we have in this country.

 May we also give thanks to Almighty God for the freedom we have to spend eternity
with Him.
Thank you, God, for those we honor this month. May we remember the gifts we
have received in the month of May.
Polly Matlock, Care of Parish Team
Wally Words— Continued from page 1
Christ, powers that be will push back. Sometimes it
hurts. Yet as followers of Christ we push on, for Jesus
pushed on to the cross and a grotesque death.
Life is not meant to be lived in a bubble of total
safety. Sometimes you have to ride in the rain.
Whether it's riding or walking, or planting flowers,
visiting a friend or relative in the rest home, fixing up
the house, or whatever, we
have to accept risks.
Following Christ is a
uniquely
rewarding
challenge. There are times
the wind is in your face,
times that circumstances
are not helpful. But the joy is
in taking the ride together.
May the love of God be visible
through your life and mine.

Wally
765-278-3749 —Call or Text

revwwilson@gmail.com
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N ATIONAL D AY
*P RAY

FOR

OF

P RAYER

A MERICA *

T HEME FOR 2019
Our theme for the 2019 National Day of Prayer on
May 2, 2019 is Love One Another. The theme comes from
the words of Jesus in John 13:34, “Love one another. Just
as I have loved you.”
The National Day of Prayer was created in 1952 by a
joint resolution of Congress, and signed into law by
President Harry S. Truman. In 1988, the law was
unanimously amended by both the House and the Senate
and signed into law by President Ronald Reagan on
Thursday, May 5, 1988, designating the first Thursday of
May as a day of national prayer. Every president since
1952 has signed a National Day of Prayer proclamation.
Our hope is that individuals, churches, and spiritual
leaders in America, will humble ourselves and unify in
prevailing prayer for the next great move of God in America.
We can come together in clear agreement that this is our
greatest need. We can become a visible union, standing
together in prayer. We can pray more than ever before, and
practice extraordinary prayer for the next great move of God
in America that will catapult the message of the gospel
nationally and internationally.
Pray with us. "There is no great movement of God that has
ever occurred that does not begin with the extraordinary
prayer of God's people."
Dr. Ronnie Floyd,
President of the National Day of Prayer.
Let us all bow our heads together in prayer on Thursday,
May 2. Let us pray for America! Pray for God to guide us in
making our great country better, our faith stronger, and for
God to lead us in Christianity.

Leadership Retreat
A Church-wide Leadership Retreat is planned for Saturday,
May 4, from 9-12. We will meet in the Memorial Room of
the church. It is open to the whole congregation. We all
perform leadership functions in some way or other even
though we may not realize it. The purpose of the retreat is
to gain a unique understanding of how churches function what really goes on under the surface - so that we can lead
well together. I can almost guarantee that what you will
see is not something you’ve seen before.
YOU are
encouraged to come and enjoy and learn. Come and be
heard. Come learn how to appreciate the gifts of others.
Just call the office and let Diana know you’re coming. I
hope to see you there.
- Pastor Wally

Maundy
Thursday
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2019 Session

First Presbyterian
Church
202 N. Franklin St.
Phone: 812-663-2197
Fax: 812-663-9381
E-mail: fpcgburg@etczone.com

Seeking to Live God's Word
by Serving Others

Check out our Website
at:

www.
fpcgburg.org

2019
Jeff Lincourt
Roy Simpson
Katie Prairie

2021
Mary Stradley
David Narwold
Judy Rust

2020
Dave Schlemmer
Polly Matlock

Clerk of Session
Darleen Fox
Pastor
Rev. Wally Wilson

THINKING ABOUT VOLUNTEERING YOUR TIME TO HELP A LOCAL ORGANIZATION?
•
Bread of Life · 812-662-4887



New Directions · 812-662-8822

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Meals on Wheels · 812-663-6099
AGAPE Center · 812-222-4273
Champions of Youth (formerly BB) · 812-663-7556
Kids Closet · 812-663-2084
Decatur County Special Olympics · 812-663-4690
Decatur County United Fund Adult Literacy Program · 812-560-3820
Hospice of South Central Indiana · 812-314-8000

Per Capita for 2019
Pentecost
Offering
Supports young people in
Christ and inspires them
to share their faith, ideas,
and unique gifts with the
church and the world.
Our support today helps
nurture the faith of those
who are the church to
come—children, youth and
young adults.

40%

Stays with this
congregation to develop
and support programs for
young people in our own
church and community.

$40.72

PLEASE

KEEP THESE PEOPLE IN YOUR
CONTINUED PRAYERS:

PRAYERS
Shut-ins
Bill Baumgartner
At Home,
924 E. Beechwood Ln.,
Greensburg, IN 47240
Hazel Shonk
At Home,
1029 E. Tara Rd.
Greensburg, IN 47240
Don McKinney
At Home,
206 E. 5th Street

Greensburg, IN 47240

YOUR PRAYERS DO
MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

The family of Ray McIntosh
(Carolyn McIntosh’s husband)
The family of Mary Lawrence
(Mike Chapman’s mother)
Larry Clark
Jean Stutz
Betsy Moll
Joe Westhafer
Judy Lozier
Dennis Shepherd
Clinton Shepherd
Susan Bernardi
Larry Starr
Danny Fruchtnicht
John Bubb
Tyler and Sarah Hettinger
and their unborn baby
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Easter 2019

