
  

PASTOR LAWRENCE  

Songs of Faith 
 

What makes a hymn?  

Since we are focusing on hymns in 
worship this summer I thought it would be 
worth asking, what are hymns? Why do we 
sing in worship? Why do we have a 
hymnal? What makes our hymnal different 
from other hymnals? 

In short, hymns are songs of praise to God. We still have the 
original hymnal of the church, it’s called the Book of Psalms. 
And for much of church history, the faithful made do with that. 
Even as recently as four centuries ago, the psalms were the 
primary hymnbook of the church. 

Some hymns we have came from the monastic tradition in 
which scriptures and liturgy were set to music, which we call 
chanting, and those settings were passed from community to 
community. “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” is an example of 
this kind of hymn. This text of this hymn can be traced back to 
the 8th century, originally in Latin. The tune, “Veni Immanuel,” 
can be traced back to 15th century France.  

Some hymns we have come from sacred poetry and was set 
to music later, sometimes much later. “Be Thou My Vision” 
originated as an Irish battle prayer maybe as far back as the 
6th century and then was translated and translated and then 
finally set into the hymn form we know in 1919. Likewise, 
“Amazing Grace,” was first penned as verses by John Newton 
in 1779, but wasn’t written to music. It has several tunes that 
paired with it, but was attached to the tune we know best, 
“New Britain,” around 1847. 

Some hymns come to us from the African-American spiritual 
tradition and have no specific hymn writer for words or music. 
“There Is a Balm in Gilead” is an example of such a hymn. 

Some hymns, but surprisingly few, were written, words and 
music, by the same person. In this day of singer-songwriters, 
we often think that the person who writes the words, writes 
the music, but that happens only in a few cases, and most of 
those are fairly recent, in the last hundred years or so. “Here I 
Am Lord,” by Dan Schutte, is an example of this kind of hymn 
written in 1981. 

A lot of this information can be found in our hymnal. Check 
out the fine print at the top and body of the page. There are 
stories there. Continued on page 4 
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WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
 

Friendship & Talent 

Friendship and Talent will meet Wednesday, 

June 13 at 12 noon for lunch in Fellowship 

Hall.  Come at 11:30 to visit with one another 

and sign cards.  Darleen Fox will give the 

devotions.  Polly Matlock will be in charge of the 

meal.  Hope to see you there!  We will receive 

quarters (for Bingo) and pennies for least coin 

at each luncheon meeting. 

 

Watch for announcements about dinner and a 

movie on a Thursday in the near future. 

 

 
 

IN THE CHURCH LIBRARY 
 Mike Gommel 

 

THE GOSPEL COLLECTION (DVD) 

 Four films in one package. Each film 

gives the viewer the option of choosing 

either the King James version of Scripture or 

the New International version. 

 

THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW: The most popular 

Gospel in the early Christian centuries, 

Matthew was written for a Christian 

community as it begins to separate from the 

Jewish world. 

 

THE GOSPEL OF MARK: Jesus is a heroic man 

of action, an exorcist, healer, and miracle 

worker — The Son of God who keeps his 

identity a secret. 

 

THE GOSPEL OF LUKE: More than any other, 

Luke fits the category of ancient biography. 

Luke, as narrator of events, sees Jesus as 

the Savior of all people, always on the side 

of the needy and the deprived. 

 

THE GOSPEL OF JOHN: A blend of historical 

tradition and interpretation, this Gospel 

records fewer events but more detail than do 

the other Gospels. John focuses on one 

basic theme: Jesus is the Christ, the son of 

God. 

 

FAITH: A JOURNEY FOR ALL 

By Jimmy Carter 

 Carter shares the lessons he has 

learned as a man of faith. He explores the 

broader meaning of faith, the religious 

aspects of faith, and its far-reaching effect 

on our lives, and its relationship to past, 

present, and future events in America and 

around the world. 

 

 

Wiener Wednesdays 
Every Wednesday in June.   

Each of the following members are inviting you 

to their houses on a Wednesday in June for a 

Wienie Roast and simple pitch-In, prayer, and 

fun from 5:30 until 7 p.m. 

Our volunteer Hosts for Wiener Wednesdays 

are: 

June 6– Joe and Carey Anne Curran 

               1012 W. 11th Street 

June 13– Jeff and Cathy Lincourt 

                 91 SW Yuma Trail, Lake Santee 

June 20– Terri Pleak and Mary Stradley 

        803 E. Beechwood Lane 

June 27– Wendy Whitehead 

        524 E. Main Street 

We hope you can make it to one or all of the 

Wiener Wednesdays. 
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PRAYER FOCUS FOR JUNE:    

Life’s Road Has Many Turns 
                                 

The first day of Summer comes this month.  
Traditionally, it has always been known for June 
Weddings.  Both are a sign of new change for our 
lives.  The first might be seen as only another day; 
perhaps it is overlooked entirely with no meaning at 
all.  The latter can be seen and acknowledged by 
many people as a change of course in a couple’s 
lives; perhaps it is seen as two roads converging into 
one road as they travel with new ideals and directions 
and goals accompanying their hopes. 

 Many times our congregation may have a first-
time guest.  The next Sunday this guest might attend 
worship with another congregation in another town.  
We may feel a gentle touch by the guest attending.  
Yet, we proceed to our next worship gathering with 
little notice. 

 There are also times when a guest is present 
as part of our congregation’s worship experience; we 
greet and welcome them as we do all guests.  The 
next Sunday this guest might return to worship God 
with our congregation again.  Soon, this guest 
“converges” with us as we walk the road of Christian 
love and action in our community. 

 May we focus throughout June in our prayer 
lives to become much more aware of guests who 
come to our worship experience as a crossroad in 
their lives.  And, may we pray to become more aware 
and attentive to those who “converge” to join us on 
our spiritual road.  This June (and onward, we trust), 
our prayer lives can unite each of us, new or familiar, 
as one Body in Christ traveling the road of Christian 
love and action. 

 Pray that our congregation might unite with 
each other and serve Christ on our road of mercy, 
grace, joy, and salvation in our community.    

 Dennis Shepherd—Care of Parish Team 

       We are celebrating the  

          2018 graduation of  

  Benjamin Michael Oesterling,  

son of Doreen (Oesterling) Graves.  
 

 Ben graduated and received his 

doctorate on May 24, 2018 from Midwestern 

University,  Chicago College of Osteopathic 

Medicine, Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine. 
 

 Ben grew up in our church. He was 

baptized here at First Presbyterian Church in 

1988 and was confirmed in 2002. Ben 

graduated from North Decatur High School in 

May of 2005 where he placed 6th in his 

class. He went on to graduate from Hanover 

College in May of 2009 with a Bachelor’s 

degree in Chemistry and a minor in 

Philosophy.  
 

 Ben took a couple of years off from 

school and worked in the lab for Bunge in 

Morristown, IN. He then returned to school 

where he attended Midwestern University, 

College of Health Sciences in Chicago. There 

he received a Master’s degree in Biomedical 

Science in May of 2014. During the time he 

worked on his Masters, his research was on 

Alzheimer’s Disease.  Ben was awarded the 

Research Award for his work, and his 

research was published in the Journal of 

Nanoscience Nanotechnology in 2014.  This 

same research was republished in 2015 in 

Neuroscience in support of research by Dr. 

Joshi (pronounced yoo-she) of the evaluation 

of liposomal nanocarriers .  During his time at 

Midwestern University, Ben received awards 

and recognition for volunteer work. 
 

 In June of this year, Ben and his wife 

Janna will move to Springfield, IL for his 

three-year residency.  It has not yet been 

decided where Ben will go upon the 

completion of his residency.  
 

 Doreen, Ben, and the family would like 

to thank everyone at First Presbyterian 

Church for all the support and financial 

assistance provided to him. They are very 

grateful for your help in raising him to be the 

person that he is today.  This congregation 

will forever be in his heart. 

 

  Mission Committee’s 

Ice Cream Fundraiser 
Friday, June 29 

From Noon until 5 p.m. 
Proceeds benefit local charities 
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Hymns praise God, but they also convey ideas 
about God. Because of this, they can be considered 
theological. Theology is just a fancy word for how 
we understand God. Because of this, there can be 
a lot of disagreement about hymns and what are 
proper hymns for worship and what aren’t.  

Because hymns express our theology, we create 
hymnals. The Presbyterian Hymnal is a set of 
hymns that have been vetted by the Presbyterian 
Church (USA) and has the stamp of approval from 
the church for worship. This is a hard job and 
anyone who has served on a hymnal committee will 
tell you that it is a stressful and thankless job. Most 
people are mad that you’ve included a hymn that a) 
uses male metaphors for God, b) uses female 
metaphors for God, c) uses language that is too 
violent or militant, d) any number of “praise songs,” 
e) hymns from other cultures, or any number of 
other reasons. You also get dinged for not including 
“old favorites” for whatever reason. It’s hard to win. 

Because of this, and other reasons, many churches 
are ditching hymnals and going to projecting hymns 
onto a screen at the front of the sanctuary. While 
there are many good reasons to do this, I still love 
my hymnals because they express something 
about our faith. A hymnal is like a family snapshot, 
it shows who we are at this moment in time. It 
needs to be updated regularly, for certain, but it 
says something about who we are right now.  

The way a hymnal is organized also says something 
about our expression of faith. If you look at the 
table of contents of the Presbyterian Hymnal 
(1990) you’ll see that the hymns are organized into 
four broad categories: Christian Year, Psalms, 
Topical Hymns, and Service Music. The Christian 
Year is then broken down into the various seasons 
and holy days of the liturgical year, from Advent 

through Christ the King Sunday. Topical Hymns 
consist of such theological categories as the parts 
of the trinity, the life of the church, hymns for 
sacraments and ordinances, etc. This tells us we 
are an orderly, theological, sacramental, and 
liturgical community. 

There are other ways to organize hymnals. Some 
are simply alphabetical by hymn title. Some are 
topical but don’t recognize the liturgical year. How 
you organize your hymnal says something about 
your faith. 

The hymnals we use, the Presbyterian Hymnal 
(1990) and Sing the Faith (2003), are good 
snapshots of our denominational heritage. I also 
highly recommend our “new” (almost 5 year old) 
hymnal, Glory to God (2013), which incorporates 
new hymns and includes some beloved hymns 
such as “Rock of Ages” and “It Is Well with My 
Soul” which are not in either of the hymnals we are 
currently using. 

I am looking forward to preaching on hymns you 
have suggested this summer. This month, I’m going 
to be preaching on the following hymns: 

June 3 –   “Here I Am, Lord” 

June 10 – “Lord of the Dance (I Danced in the  
                    Morning)” 

June 17 – “Lift Every Voice and Sing” 

June 24 – “Eternal Father, Strong to Save” 

It’s not too late to suggest hymns for the rest of the 
summer. Look for slips to recommend hymns on 
the Information Table in the Reception Hall. 

Peace, 

Pastor Lawrence Lee 

 Songs of Faith—Continued from page 1 

SESSION AND COMMITTEE NEWS 

TRUSTEES: *We have purchased two dehumidifiers for the basement.  In order for the units to work 
property, please leave all classroom doors OPEN in the basement.  

*We have also roped off part of the front entrance due to a sidewalk issue. We are currently getting bids 
to redo the front walks.  

*Thank you to Roy Simpson for fertilizing our grass along Washington Street, and  to Steve and Mary 
Stradley for cutting the grass and planting and taking care of our flowers out front.  

Mission: This year we collected a total of $289 for the Pentecost Offering, and the 40% portion retained 
by the church ($115.60) will be donated to Kids’ Closet.  

SPIRITUAL FORMATION: The new Boy Scout Troop 571 meets biweekly on Thursdays. Next meeting is June 7.  
Boys ages 11 to 17 are welcome. 

SESSION: Approved Mike Baumgartner’s gift of large vases for either side of the outdoor sign.  Thank you, 
Mike. 

SESSION MEETINGS HAVE BEEN CHANGED TO THE THIRD TUESDAY OF THE MONTH.  NEXT MEETING—
JUNE 19 AT 5:30 IN THE MEMORIAL ROOM. 
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      God’s Green Earth: Impacts of Acidification on Ocean Life 
By releasing carbon dioxide into the atmosphere, 

humans are rapidly altering the chemistry 

of the ocean and affecting marine life. The acidity 

of the ocean has increased by about 25% since 

before the Industrial Revolution, greater than any 

other time within the last two million years. Given 

the speed at which humans are altering ocean 

chemistry, marine plants and animals may not have 

time to adapt or migrate as they did in the past to 

cope with changes to ocean chemistry, and there 

will likely be extinctions. 
 

Calcifying Organisms—Many ocean plants and 

animals build shells and skeletons out of two 

c h e m i c a l s  t h a t  e x i s t  i n 

seawater, calcium and carbonate. Increased acidity 

slows the growth of calcium carbonate structures, 

and under severe conditions, can dissolve 

structures faster than they form. Ocean life that 

could be affected are: Clams, Oysters, Scallops, 

Mussels, Corals, Starfish, Sea urchins, Sea 

butterflies, Shell-forming algae and amoebas. 
 

Scientists have found that 

mussels, sea urchins, and 

crabs start to dissolve their 

protective shells to counter 

elevated acidity in their 

body fluids. So even if an 

organism can adjust to 

survive increasing acidity 

its overall health can be 

impaired. Larvae are 

especially vulnerable to increased acidity. Sea 

urchin and oyster larvae will not develop properly 

when acidity is increased. Fish larvae lose their 

ability to smell and avoid predators. The 

vulnerability of larvae means that while organisms 

may be able to reproduce, their offspring may not 

reach adulthood. However: studies have found that 

crustaceans (such as lobsters, crabs, and 

shrimp) grow even stronger shells under higher 

acidity. This may be because their shells are 

constructed differently. Additionally, some species 

may have already adapted to higher acidity or have 

the ability to do so. 
 

 

For this and more information go to:  

https://climate.nasa.gov/evidence/OceanAcidifica

tionImpactonoceanlife; 

Corals—Reef-building corals craft their own homes 

from calcium carbonate that house the coral 

animals themselves and provide habitat for many 

other organisms. Acidification may limit coral 

growth by corroding pre-existing coral skeletons 

while simultaneously slowing the growth of new 

ones. This change is also likely to affect the many 

thousands of organisms that live among the coral 

in unpredictable ways, including those that people 

fish and eat. Of course, the loss of these organisms 

would have much larger effects in the food chain, 

as they are food and habitat for many other 

animals. 
 

Plants and Algae—Plants and many algae may 

thrive under acidic conditions. These organisms 

make their energy from combining sunlight and 

carbon dioxide—so more carbon dioxide in the 

water doesn't hurt them, but helps. They serve as 

nurseries for many larger fish, and can be home to 

thousands of different organisms.  
 

Fish—While fish don't have shells, they will still feel 

the effects of acidification. This changes the pH of 

the fish's blood, and can cause chemical reactions 

that can alter its body. Just a small change in pH 

can make a huge difference in their ability for 

survival. A shift in dominant fish species could 

have major impacts on the food web and on 

human fisheries. 
 

One big unknown is whether acidification will 

affect jellyfish populations. If they survive 

unharmed, it’s possible that jellies will dominate 

some ecosystems (a problem already seen in parts 

of the ocean). 
 

What we know is that things are going to look 

different, and we can't predict in any detail how 

they will look. Some organisms will survive or even 

thrive under the more acidic conditions while 

others will struggle to adapt, and may even go 

extinct. Beyond lost biodiversity, acidification will 

affect fisheries and aquaculture, threatening food 

security for millions of people, as well as tourism 

and other sea-related economies. 

 

 

www.epa.gov/ocean-acidification;  

Authors: Laetitia Plaisance; and Jenny Huang  

In a lab experiment, a 
sea butterfly shell placed 

in seawater with 
increased acidity slowly 
dissolves over 45 days. 

https://www.epa.gov/ocean-acidification/effects-ocean-and-coastal-acidification-marine-life#self
https://www.epa.gov/ocean-acidification/effects-ocean-and-coastal-acidification-marine-life#self
http://www.earthmagazine.org/article/shell-shocked-how-different-creatures-deal-acidifying-ocean
https://climate.nasa.gov/evidence/OceanAcidificationImpactonoceanlife
https://climate.nasa.gov/evidence/OceanAcidificationImpactonoceanlife
http://news.ucsc.edu/2013/06/calcifying-corals.html
http://ocean.si.edu/jellyfish-and-comb-jellies
http://www.nybooks.com/articles/archives/2013/sep/26/jellyfish-theyre-taking-over/
http://www.epa.gov/ocean-acidification
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Seeking to Live God's Word 
by Serving Others 

 

    

 
Shut-ins 

Mary Gommel 
8975 W. County Rd. 600S 
Greensburg, IN 47240 

Hazel Shonk 

Morning Breese Rm. 81 

Greensburg, IN 47240 

 Don McKinney 
206 E. 5th Street 
Greensburg, IN 47240 

  

  

 YOUR PRAYERS DO  

MAKE A DIFFERENCE! 

 

 

 

 

P L E A S E  K E E P  T H E S E  P E O P L E  I N  Y O U R  
C O N T I N U E D  P R A Y E R S :                 

F i r s t  
P r e s b y t e r i a n  
C h u r c h  
 

 
202 N. Franklin St. 
Greensburg, IN 47240 

Phone: 812-663-2197 
Fax: 812-663-9381 
E-mail: fpcgburg@etczone.com 

THINKING ABOUT VOLUNTEERING YOUR TIME TO HELP A LOCAL ORGANIZATION?  

•      Bread of Life ·  812-662-4887   

  New Directions · 812-662-8822 

•      Meals on Wheels · 812-663-6099                                         

•      AGAPE Center · 812-222-4273 

•      Big Brothers, Big Sisters · 812-663-7556 

•      Kids Closet · 812-663-2084 

•      Decatur County Special Olympics · 812-663-4690 

•      Decatur County United Fund Adult Literacy Program ·   

         812-560-3820 

•      Hospice of South Central Indiana · 812-314-8000 

Visit us at: 

www. 

fpcgburg.org 

PRAYERS 

Prayers 
Each week, our church is 

praying for a member or 

family in our congregation. 
 

We are also selecting a 

church in the Whitewater 

Valley Presbytery every week 

to pray for as well. 

 

For the month of June 

we have selected:  

Dave and Julie Narwold 

Mary Narwold 

Terri Pleak 

Katy Prairie 

and 

First PC, Jonesboro 

Bethel PC, Knightstown 

Ebenezer PC, Lewisville 

First PC, Lewisville 

 
Norman Mobley 
Julie Narwold 
Penny Dolph 

Clinton Shepherd 
Larry Starr 
John Bubb 

Rhonda Dixon 
Elias Pagel 

Per Capita 2018— $39.05 

A New Boy Scout Troop is Forming! 

Troop 571 will be recruiting from the community at 

large with special emphasis on making a home for 

lone scouts. Troop meetings will be held on Thursday nights, 

7:00 p.m. at First Presbyterian Church. If there is a boy you 

know who would benefit from this character-building 

program, please get in touch with Ron Woods at 812-663-

6624 or Joe Curran at 614-395-5975. Are you or someone 

you know interested in leading the troop or helping out?  

Give us a call. 
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Big brother John (Simmonds) 

Laura (Abrell) Simmonds  

with new baby Charlotte 

New Chartered Troop—Boy Scout Troop 571 

Reid McCllntic volunteers to help! 

Happy 192nd Birthday  

Greensburg First Presbyterian  Church  

May 20, 2018 

Celebrating Pentecost Day 

May 20, 2018 


