
  

Communion                        July  7 

Friendship & Talent—Noon July 10 

Session Meeting—4:00 p.m. July 17 

Kingston Ice Cream Social 2 to 4 pm July 21 

Pitch-in July 28 

  

  

Wally Words 
 

  
"I'm With You." 

 

 What do you say to a friend who is grieving?  Do you 

observe that everything happens for a reason? That this 

was something that had to happen in order for her to 

grow?  However well intentioned, such platitudes can feel 

like emotional assault, blocking you or someone else 

from doing the one thing we must do when our lives are 

turned upside down: grieve.  

 The reality is that some things in life can't be fixed. 

They can only be carried.  Someone dies.  A relationship 

falls apart.  An opportunity is lost.  A child dies or is 

harmed. A beloved spouse passes away.  There is no fix. 

These things can only be carried. 

 We have all dealt with loss.  Loss in and of itself does 

not make us better persons.  And it never helps to hear 

someone say that this tragedy was meant to be, or that it 

happened for a reason, or that the person is better off 

now.  By unleashing platitudes and "fixes," all we 

accomplish is frustrating the right to grieve.  To say that 

losses somehow had to happen in order for one's gifts to 

grow is to trample on the memories of all those who were 

lost too young, all those who suffered needlessly, all 

those who faced the same trials I did but who did not 

make it.  

 Likewise, telling others to take responsibility can be 

callous. It implies that you did something to take 

responsibility for.  But you don't take responsibility for 

being raped or losing your child.  It was out of your 

control.  All you can do is grieve.  And after doing that, the 

only thing you can take responsibility for is how you 

choose to live in the wake of the horror of loss. We don't 

get to escape grieving.  To grieve is to be human.  When 

we stand at the intersection of fragility and despair, what 

is to be done? 
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Church Happenings 

Continued on page 3 

The oldest computer can apparently 
be traced back to the first humans.   

It was an Apple.   
But with extremely limited memory.   

Just one bite. 
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WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
 

PW — Friendship & Talent 

      Join us on Wednesday, July 10th in the 
Fellowship Hall of the church where we will 
gather for a lunch meeting at noon followed 
by devotions given by Darleen Fox. The meal, 
as always, will be tasty, and we only ask for a 
$3 donation. You are welcome to come early 
to chat and sign cards to be mailed out to 
various people throughout the year. We hope 
to see you there. 

 

 

IN THE CHURCH LIBRARY 
 Mike Gommel 

 
GOD’S NOT DEAD 2 

By Travis Thrasher 

 Based on the film of the same 

name, this tells more of the story behind 

the film and gives fans an update on 

favorite characters from the original film. 

 

THE DISCIPLE MAKING CHURCH 

By Glenn McDonald 

 Rev. McDonald was the busy senior 

pastor of the Zionsville Presbyterian 

Church when a single question launched a 

journey that changed every facet of life at 

the church. As a board meeting was about 

to end, a board member asked, “How long 

would it take for someone who visits a 

church to learn about his or her need for 

Jesus and to find out what to do about it?” 

Thus begins a profound transformation. 

Rev. McDonald’s book weaves Scriptural 

insights and the wisdom of scholars with 

the experiences of his own congregation 

and others, and distills it all into one 

helpful, valuable and enjoyable book. 
  

HEARTS OF FIRE 

By The Voice of the Martyrs 

 The stories of eight courageous 

women, from the young Vietnamese girl 

who turns down freedom in order to 

evangelize the people of her Communist 

homeland, to the Australian missionary 

who spreads the message of forgiveness 

and healing across India after her husband 

and sons are burned alive by village 

zealots. These women have overcome 

adversity to emerge as leaders and 

ministers in the underground church 

around the world. 

 

"Sharing the Water of Life" 
 

 Our faith community will 
again be distributing ice-cold 

bottled water during the Fourth of July 

Parade.   

 This tradition was started more 

than 15 years ago and has been a 
hit with the parade attendees and a fun 
time for those of us helping with the 
distribution.   

 We are in need of several 
parishioners to volunteer for this 
enjoyable community outreach.  If 
interested, please call or tell Rob 
McClintic or Judy Rust on the Mission 

and Outreach Committee of your 

desire to participate.  Also, you can let 

our church office know of your 
interest.  If you assist in the 
distribution, we ask that you be at the 
church by 9:15 a.m.  The Parade starts 
at 10:00 a.m. and is usually finished no 

later than 10:30 a.m.  This is a fine 
church tradition and our location 
"on the square" puts us right in the 
middle of this wonderful civic 
activity.  It's great fun. 
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 When I've been in grief, the ones who helped — the only ones who helped — were those who 

were simply there.  They chose to love me. They loved me in their silence, in their willingness to 

suffer beside me. They loved me in their willingness to be as uncomfortable, as destroyed, as I 

was, if only for a week, an hour, even just a few minutes. Most people have no idea how utterly 

powerful it is just to be present.   

 The wounds heal, life can go on, only if you're allowed to grieve first.  In the aftermath there 

are choices: how to live, how to carry what we have lost, how to weave a new mosaic for 

ourselves in the wake of grief.  It’s hard: our culture treats grief like a problem to be solved or 

an illness to be healed.  Culturally, we learn to avoid grief, ignore it.  

 So what do we offer instead of "everything happens for a reason?”   To try to fix, rationalize, 

or wash away the pain of loss only deepens the terror.  Instead, the most powerful thing you can 

do is acknowledge. To literally say the words:  

I'm with you. 

We don't need to do anything.  It is an extremely powerful thing just to stand with someone, 

suffer with them, without the need to rescue them.  It doesn’t require special training or skills.  

All it takes is the willingness to be present and to 

stay present as long as necessary.  Just be there. 

When you feel uncomfortable, like you're not 

doing anything, stay. 

I'm with you. 

 The beginnings of healing are found when we 

have others who are willing to sit and walk 

alongside us. Every grieving person on earth 

needs these people. Be one of them.  You are 

more needed than you will ever know. And when 

you find yourself in need of those people, find 

them. I guarantee they are there. 
 

Wally 

765-278-3749  —Call or Text         revwwilson@gmail.com  

                            

 Wally Words— Continued from page 1 

Newly Elected Pastor Nominating Committee 

 Our church nominating committee (Judy Rust, Dennis Shepherd, and Cathy 

Lincourt) submitted to the congregation, in a special called congregational meeting on 

Sunday, June 23 following worship service, a list of nominees to form and serve on the 

pulpit nominating committee (PNC). 

 The six members of our congregation so nominated are: Mollie Hunter, Jeff Lincourt, 

Greg Rust, Dennis Shepherd, Jim Shumaker, and Melinda Weaver. 

 The motion from the church was voted unanimously, and the six member 

committee will be meeting soon for their initial discussion. 
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            PRAYER FOCUS FOR JULY:  

Prayer for Our Country 

Almighty God,  
we come to honor you this July, and to remember our country’s Independence on 

July 4, 1776.  We ask that you would bless our country with your wisdom,  
your love, and your compassion. 

Lord, we ask for blessings on our leaders. May these servants who are in 

positions of authority take that responsibility seriously and do their very best 
each day. May they have a passion for people, for truth,  

and for righteousness. 

Lord, we ask for blessings on our service men and women. We ask for protection 

for all our men and women in uniform both here and around the world.  
We are grateful for their service and their dedication to keeping our nation safe. 

We pray that you will keep them safe. 

Lord, we thank you for our blessings of life and liberty.  
May our country continually show love and honor to you. May our dedication to 
you cause us to reach out to all the other nations with a strong desire for peace. 

We need prayers for our country.  We face difficult situations in our 

country, but we have faced many difficult times in the past. Let us allow our 

love of country and patriotism to rise up in us.  

Let us be dedicated to our Lord, and pray. 

Copyright 2012: Beth McLendon,  Inspirational – Prayers.com 

 
 Doreen Wilkison,  Care of Parish 

SESSION NEWS 

Mission Committee: 

 Boy Scouts will continue with the Ice 

Cream Fundraisers. They are hoping to 
move the fundraiser to the Farmer’s 
Market area. 

 The church will distribute water during 

the Fourth of July Parade. Volunteers 
and donations are needed for water, 

coolers, and ice for distribution. 
Volunteers need to be at church at 9:15 
a.m. 

Care of Parish 

 Commitments to host Wiener 

Wednesdays have been made through 
the end of July. 

 There will be a pitch-in dinner on the 

last Sunday in July. 

 

 

Spiritual Formation 

 Kathy Denny is continuing with the 
interviews and we should see more 
Faith Journey stories beginning next 

month. 

Trustee Committee 

 We are looking to get exterior painting 
near the steeple done soon. 

 The new roof is on hold due to the bad 

weather. As soon as there is a break in 
the rain for at least three days, they will 
complete the job. 

 We would like to thank Greg and July 

Rust for their contribution of two 
beautiful vases in the front of the 

church. 
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         God’s Green Earth: Sustainability  
Styrofoam, Cardboard, or Reusable 

Food-ware 

From summer cookouts and family reunions to 

football viewing parties and holiday meals, 

disposable food-ware is the common choice of 

convenience. Instead of cleaning up, just toss out 

paper plates, foam cups and plastic cutlery. 

However, like most options in life, trade-offs exist 

and disposable doesn’t win in every comparison. 

Styrofoam: The white little cups and cheap 

takeout containers that you might think of as 

Styrofoam are made of something similar called 

expanded polystyrene foam, or EPS. The food 

service industry generally favors EPS for food 

ware because it’s less expensive than other 

products and provides better insulation, which 

helps keep food fresh longer.  Manufacturing 

products from polystyrene use less energy and 

resources than their paper counterparts. EPS 

products weigh less than paper, which helps 

reduce air emissions during transportation. 

Environmentalists generally disapprove of EPS 

foam products because they claim it wreaks 

havoc on the environment. One of the main 

concerns regarding EPS foam is that it's not 

biodegradable and therefore takes up a lot of 

space in landfills, which adds to the pollution 

problem. Another argument against EPS foam is 

that it's made from nonrenewable fossil fuels and 

synthetic chemicals, which can also contribute to 

pollution. EPS foam sometimes makes its way into 

waterways and can have disastrous effects on 

animals that may confuse it for food or nesting 

material. While EPS foam can be recycled, doing 

so is often costlier than manufacturing new foam. 

Paper products: They can be recycled and will 

decompose faster than styrofoam if put into the 

landfill, but  our demand for paper products has 

begun depleting our forests, which is an important 

resource for removing carbon found in the 

atmosphere. It can be hard for a consumer to 

distinguish between paper cups or plates with a 

plastic lining or wax coating (which aren’t 

recyclable everywhere). If soaked with grease or 

other liquid they are no longer recyclable. When 

these containers are sent to the landfill they break 

down anaerobically which releases methane gas 

into the atmosphere and contributes to global 

warming.  

Do you know paper takes 20 years to decompose 

in a landfill while foam takes more than a million 

years?  Do you know manufacturing paper uses 

nearly double the water as manufacturing foam?  

Reusable Food-ware:  Waste reduction and 

environmental impacts aren’t the only benefit to 

reusable food-ware. Here are some additional 

reasons to go real at home. 

Food tastes better. Our brains have an 

association between real cutlery and high-

quality food. So if you want to impress your 

dinner guests or just enjoy your food more, 

go for real plates and cutlery. 

Keep a free hand. You know that feeling when 

you load too much food on a thin 

disposable plate? As the plate starts to 

bend, you start supporting it with both 

hands and wonder if you’ll make it to the 

table before the plate breaks.  

Thicker, sturdier.  With paper plates, when your 

knife accidentally cuts through the bottom 

of the saturated paper plate. Yikes! Maybe 

no one will notice that your meal is now 

partly on the table? 

Extra work. Yes, reusable food-ware requires 

cleaning, but disposable doesn’t come 

without extras: extra trips to the garbage 

can (to dispose of your disposables), extra 

trips to the grocery store (to buy your 

disposables) and extra pantry space taken 

up to store disposables.  

Save money. Though the upfront cost is higher, 

real tableware will last for years. Plus, factor 

in energy and water savings. Disposable 

plates don’t require cleaning so, yes, you 

save water there. However, the amount of 

water and energy used in the 

manufacturing process of the disposable 

plate is higher-per-use than the reusable 

plate, which is manufactured once and can 

be used for years. 

In some situations, disposable 

food-ware certainly has a place 

as the best choice for that 

scenario, but the benefits of 

reusable are worth considering at 

your next cookout, reunion or 

party. 

References: Kristina Barroso, Carla Davis 

Reduce, Reuse, Recycle 

https://sustainability.ncsu.edu/blog/changeyourstate/5-reasons-to-put-down-that-disposable-plate/get_author_posts_url
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Seeking to Live God's Word 
by Serving Others 

 

   Shut-ins 

Bill Baumgartner 

At Home,  

924 E. Beechwood Ln., 

Greensburg, IN 47240 

Hazel Shonk 

At Home, 

1029 E. Tara Rd. 

Greensburg, IN 47240 

Don McKinney 
At Home,  
206 E. 5th Street 
Greensburg, IN 47240 

Virginia Garvey 

Aspen Place 

2320 Montgomery Rd. Rm. 307 

Greensburg, IN 47240 

 

 

P L E A S E  K E E P  T H E S E  P E O P L E  I N  Y O U R  
C O N T I N U E D  P R A Y E R S :                 

F i r s t  P r e s b y t e r i a n  
C h u r c h  
202 N. Franklin St. 

Phone: 812-663-2197 
Fax: 812-663-9381 
E-mail: fpcgburg@etczone.com 

Per Capita for 2019    $40.72 

 
2019 
Jeff Lincourt 
Roy Simpson 
Katie Prairie 
  

2020                            
Dave Schlemmer 
Polly Matlock 

 

 
2021 
Mary Stradley 
David Narwold 
Judy Rust 

Clerk of Session 
Darleen Fox  

Pastor 
Rev. Wally Wilson 

THINKING ABOUT VOLUNTEERING YOUR TIME TO HELP A LOCAL ORGANIZATION?  

•      Bread of Life ·  812-662-4887   

  New Directions · 812-662-8822 

•      Meals on Wheels · 812-663-6099                                         

•      AGAPE Center · 812-222-4273 

•      Champions of Youth (formerly BB) · 812-663-7556                                

•      Kids Closet · 812-663-2084 

•      Decatur County Special Olympics · 812-663-4690 

•      Decatur County United Fund Adult Literacy Program · 812-560-3820 

•      Hospice of South Central Indiana · 812-314-8000 

Dennis Shepherd’s brother-in-law Larry Starr, whom we have been 

holding in prayer for some weeks now, could also  use some 

assistance in his situation. Those who can help may see Dennis 

for details, or reach him by phone: 502-492-3365 or email: 

dennisoshepherd@yahoo.com 

 . 

Visit us at: 

www. 

fpcgburg.org 

2019 Session 

PRAYERS 

The family of Alice Rust 

Larry Clark 

Jean Stutz 

Judy Lozier 

Dennis Shepherd 

Larry Starr 

Benton and Melissa Millis 

Caden Tressler 

Jessie Hooten 

Dan Scheidler 

Delma Davidson 

John Bubb 

Deborah Hurr 

Kingston 
Ice Cream Social 

Sunday, July 21 

From 2-4 p.m. 
 

We are invited once again to 
Kingston Presbyterian 

Church’s Annual Ice Cream 
Social. So, mark your 

calendars and plan to join 
the fun! 
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Pentecost 

      Sunday 

Wiener Wednesday 

Hosted by  

Frank and Phyllis 

Hamilton 


