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Church Happenings 
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Wally’s Words 

  

Christmas Eve was such a beautiful time. Many 
people combined their talents, showing that the 
people of First Pres have a willingness to share and 
celebrate. We had a small ensemble, a duet, a solo, 4 
readers, candlelight, and communion. Carolyn 
anchored the service with a dazzling array of various 
musical offerings. Thank you to all who made the 
service beautiful and special. And thank you to all 
members of the congregation, with friends and family, 
who made our time together warmer with the 
bonds of enduring fellowship. 

And now we move on. We’ve heard it said that a picture 
is worth 1,000 words... so here are a couple pictures 

that inspire me 
b e y o n d 
Christmas. They 
are not my 
creations, but I 
am inspired by 
them and so 
share them with 
you. May the 
coming year 
bring you joy 
and love. May 
the coming year 
be a pivotal one 
of growth and 
discovery for this 
congregation. 
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WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
 

FRIENDSHIP AND TALENT will not meet again 

until March 13. Stay warm ladies and stay 

safe! 

 

 

  

 

 
 

IN THE CHURCH LIBRARY 
 Mike Gommel 

 

A GATHERING IN HOPE 

By Phillip Gulley 

 Thanks to an unexpected windfall, 

Sam Gardner’s congregation (with the 

exception of a few malcontents) is eager to 

expand their meetinghouse. But before 

building can commence, a colony of 

environmentally protected Indiana bats have 

made the tree beside the meetinghouse, and 

the meetinghouse attic, their place of abode, 

which causes a big problem for the 

congregation. 

 

AT HOME IN MITFORD (DVD) 

 Based on the beloved book by Jan 

Karon. With a case of writer’s block, a 

children’s author escapes to small-town 

Mitford for a change of scenery. She soon 

finds the heart and soul of the town in a 

priest as they work together to care for a 

young boy who’s lost his family.  With 

heartbreak in their pasts, each must find the 

courage and faith to grab an unexpected 

chance at true love. 

 

A HEART SET FREE (DVD) 

 The story of Charles Wesley is often 

overshadowed by that of his more famous 

older brother John. These founding fathers of 

Methodism traveled the same path, yet their 

lives and talents were often remarkably 

distinct. Charles Wesley broke many barriers 

of 1700’s England to become “the most 

gifted and indefatigable poet and hymn 

writer that England has ever known,” but also 

to give heart and soul through his music. 

Installation Ceremony 

 On Sunday, January 
13th, during regular worship 
we will ordain Dave Narwold 
to the Office of Elder, and will 
install him along with Mary 
Stradley to the Session for 
the Class of 2021.   

 We will also be honoring 
Marilyn Woods and Betty 
Zillick, Class of 2018, for 
their service as they have 
completed their terms of 
service.  Please plan to join 
us for this important event in 
the life of our church.  

 -  Wally Wilson, Interim 
Pastor 
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Farm Bundle Project—Fifth Sunday Project Raises $1550 

You did it!  You made it possible for the Fifth Sunday Project to achieve the $1300 goal 

for a Heifer International Farm Bundle.  When the last Fifth Sunday Special Offering was counted the total 

was $1550. 

 A Farm Bundle grant will provide people (mainly women) in underdeveloped countries to receive 

education, seeds, tools and animals.  A successful harvest will enable the sale of the crop, provide seed 

for another crop which provides money to purchase food for their family.   

 The project exceeded the goal by $250 so the Mission & Outreach Committee, with approval of the 

Session, also purchased twelve flocks of chickens.  A flock can range from 10 to 20 chickens.  The eggs 

provide a source of protein, the eggs are sold, some chickens can be sold or kept to increase the size of 

the flock, and they provide a source of fertilizer for the crops.  

 With the benefits of education and tools used in planting, maintaining and harvesting their crops 

the grant recipients can greatly improve the quality of their life and those in their community.  Your gift to 

the Fifth Sunday Project is a gift that keeps on giving. 

THANKFULNESS FREE-WILL OFFERING 

Have you ever wondered what happened to the 

free-will offering collected during our Thankfulness 

Banquet in November? 

 We raised a total of $531.14 during our 

banquet. The  Team that sponsored the banquet 

asked the Mission Committee to select 

organizations to receive the money.  The 

committee recommended the Boy Scout Troop 

571 receive $100 towards the purchase of a 

dining fly;  Developmental Services receive 

$215.57 for their emergency fund for their clients; 

and the final $215.57 to go to the Veterans 

Freedom Ride to help local veterans with their 

needs. Session has approved these donations and 

the money has been distributed. 

 In decorating the tables, food items were 
donated by the Rust 
family. Judy was able to 
make up beauti ful 
displays. A count total of 
87 items of canned and 
packaged goods were 
used.  These items were 
then added to our Sharing 
Table goods and were 
taken to the Human 
Services food pantry. They were very grateful to 
receive these items as the food pantry is short on 
food at this time. 

 We would like to thank all who were 
involved with this banquet to make it such a huge 
success. Not only were we provided with a 
delicious meal, but the Boy Scouts, the handicap 
and special needs people, our veterans, the 
elderly and families in need were all  helped by 
this one special event.  

Continued from Page 1 

 

God's Blessings,  
 

Wally 
 

 

765-278-3749                    

revwwilson@gmail.com   
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           PRAYER FOCUS FOR JANUARY:    

 No Safer Place to Be 
 

  

 As the beginning of a new year comes upon us, we step out into an unknown 

future. We know that these times in which we live are becoming fraught with difficulties 

and increasing stress. Our hope is in God who promised never to leave us nor forsake 

us.  
 

 We pray that God will be with us, leading and guiding us, teaching and drawing 

us ever closer to each other. We place our hands into God’s and trust he will lead us 

along the right path. We know there is no safer place to be than walking in fellowship 

with Him. 
 

 God’s steadfast love never ceases and his mercies are new every morning. Great is 

your faithfulness O Lord. 

 

Doreen Wilkison—Care of Parish Team 

 

Marilyn Wood’s Thoughts on Retiring from Session and the Mission Committee: 

 Our guest speaker’s message on December 30 was “Every Ending Brings a New 

Beginning.”   For me, it is an ending to serving on Session for two terms (six years this 

time) and secondly, serving on the Mission & Outreach Committee for twelve years.  It 

will be a new beginning as another Session member chairs the M&O Committee.  That 

person and the committee, along with suggestions from members, will bring new ways 

for our members to serve those in need in our community, our country, our nation and 

world.   

 The Mission & Outreach Committee, that I and Ron have chaired for six years, has 

been able to make a difference in our community beginning with the monthly 

commitment to Bread of Life: to prepare, serve and deliver food for those who need 

assistance.  The committee members made and served chili and ice cream so we could 

provide AGAPE with Aldi gift cards for food for children;  the committee supported having 

a Day of Caring to provide service in our community; and they supported the idea of The 

Fifth Sunday Project for a Heifer International Farm Bundle.  They also were supportive of 

matching members’ gifts up to $1000 for Presbyterian Disaster Assistance.  

 New leadership will bring new energy and interesting initiatives.  There is always 

room for improvement, and more support by the congregation.  The Mission & Outreach 

Committee, because of their direct involvement in providing for needs in our community, 

country, nation and world, need the encouragement and support of the congregation.  

So as my term on session ends and a new term begins for a session member, my hope is 

there will be continued support, enthusiasm, and growth in mission.  Each of us can help 

in some way so that the committee can be successful in whatever endeavors they may 

attempt.                                                                                                                       

  ...Marilyn 
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THE STORY OF  

MARGUERITE ROLLER 

      O n  T h u r s d a y , 

October 11, 2018, six 

Presbyterian Women 

traveled to Bloomington, 

IN to have lunch with 

f o r m e r  m e m b e r 

Marguerite Roller and 

her friend/neighbor/

helper Debby.  The 

occasion of the visit was 

t o  c e l e b r a t e 

Marguerite’s upcoming 102nd birthday (October 

15).  Debby had brought balloons, a poem 

written by her husband, and pumpkin donuts 

presented to us in gift bags that Marguerite 

wanted each of us to have. We enjoyed lunch 

at Mr. Hibachi’s. During the course of 

conversation we asked Marguerite if we could 

share her faith story and she said that we 

could. 
 

      Marguerite was born at the Purvis Family 

Home in Letts, IN on October 15, 1916.  She 

grew up in Decatur County and graduated  from 

Jackson School class of 1934 .   
 

      Church was always a regular part of 

Marguerite’s life.  Her family attended the Mt. 

Aerie Baptist Church.  She said that her early 

memories are of the “old-fashioned” church 

traditions that she loves.  She commented that 

the “Easter Story” was always her favorite, and 

the bible verse she likes best is the Twenty-

Third Psalm which is the first verse she ever 

remembered memorizing.   
 

      After Marguerite married her husband 

Howard, they moved to Florida.  Their son Dean 

was born in Coral Gables, FL.  In the Spring of 

1989 they moved back to Decatur County and 

Marguerite transferred her membership to First 

Presbyterian, Greensburg. 
 

      Marguerite had one brother, who was killed 

during WWII and buried at sea, and one sister, 

who died at the age of 92 in Shelbyville, IN. 
      

      In 2012, Marguerite moved to Bloomington 

to be near her son, and her membership is now 

at the Methodist Church there where she 

attends with her son and his family. 
 

      One of the books that Marguerite keeps by 

her chair is a “Chicken Soup for the Soul” book.  

She told these stories from that book:  A young 

boy was asked to learn Bible verses.  The first 

week he learned “Jesus wept:” the second 

week he learned “Moses led.”  When his 

mother asked him what he had learned at the 

end of the third week, he said, “Jesus wept, 

Moses led, and Peter went a-fishin’.”  The other 

story involved an evangelist who came to town 

and needed to find the post office.  He asked a 

child on the street and directions were given.  

The preacher said, “Come to church tonight and 

I’ll tell you how to get to heaven” to which the 

child replied, “I don’t think so; you didn’t even 

know how to get to the post office.” 
 

      Marguerite noted that she likes to read the 

Psalms.  When asked to describe Jesus, 

Marguerite cited the words to “What A Friend 

We Have in Jesus” and commented that being a 

Christian involves living a religious life, following 

the Golden Rule, and “going by the Book.”  She 

said that God is “most powerful, kind, “ and the 

“sweetest Spirit to know.”   
 

      This is “our” Marguerite . . . special child of 

God . . . filled with inner peace and unshakable 

faith . . . having the glow of a radiant Light from 

within . . . at 102 years she continues to spread 

the Good News and be God’s special 

messenger simply in the way she lives. 
 

      During our visit, with a bunch of women who 

often have trouble remembering things, 

Marguerite asked each of us about our family 

members by name.  She said “Greensburg is 

still my home” and commented that she hasn’t 

been to Greensburg since her 100th birthday.  

She and Debby said they might surprise us one 

day with a visit! 
 

      We are already anticipating our joy in 

spending more time with Marguerite as we  

plan our trip to celebrate Marguerite’s 103rd 

birthday in 2019!   

Interviewed and written by Darleen Fox 
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Seeking to Live God's Word 
by Serving Others 

 

    

 
 
Shut-ins 

Hazel Shonk 

1029 E. Tara Rd. 

Greensburg, IN 47240 

 

 Don McKinney 
206 E. 5th Street 
Greensburg, IN 47240 

 

  

 

 

  YOUR PRAYERS  
      DO MAKE A 
    DIFFERENCE! 

 
 

 

 

P L E A S E  K E E P  T H E S E  P E O P L E  I N  Y O U R  
C O N T I N U E D  P R A Y E R S :                 

F i r s t  
P r e s b y t e r i a n  
C h u r c h  
 

202 N. Franklin St. 
Greensburg, IN 47240 

Phone: 812-663-2197 
Fax: 812-663-9381 
E-mail: fpcgburg@etczone.com 

THINKING ABOUT VOLUNTEERING YOUR TIME TO HELP A LOCAL ORGANIZATION?  

•      Bread of Life ·  812-662-4887   

  New Directions · 812-662-8822 

•      Meals on Wheels · 812-663-6099                                         

•      AGAPE Center · 812-222-4273 

•      Big Brothers, Big Sisters · 812-663-7556 

•      Kids Closet · 812-663-2084 

•      Decatur County Special Olympics · 812-663-4690 

•      Decatur County United Fund Adult Literacy Program ·  812-560-3820 

•      Hospice of South Central Indiana · 812-314-8000 

 

Visit us at: 

www. 

fpcgburg.org 

PRAYERS 

Christmas Joy 

Offering 

 
We brought in a total of  

$470.00 

 

Thank you to all who 

contributed  

Per Capita 2019— $40.72 

Katy Prairie 

Roy Simpson 

Jeff Lincourt 

David Schlemmer 

Carey Anne Curran  

Polly Matlock 

Mary Stradley  

David Narwold 
 

 

 
 

Installation Ceremony 
will take place on  

Sunday, January 13. 

    Merry 

Christmas 

Happy New Year 
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Christmas Eve 

Service 

Food from the 

Thankfulness Banquet 

added to the food on the 

Sharing table   

was taken to the  

Human Services  

Food Pantry 

New Interim Pastor 
 

    Pastor  

  Wally  Wilson 

New Year 


