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Wally’s Words 
 

 As I write this, I look forward to sharing your 
ministry during your time of transition.  First Pres 
Greensburg has life!  Your worship team has been 
working on Advent services, including the Candle 
readings and special music.  I also have been working on 
candle services and hymns through the season and 
preaching the texts for Advent.  Your Thanksgiving 
Banquet, welcoming visitors and extended family, was life 
giving.   
 

 This Sunday we enter Advent, a season of yearning 
for signs of God’s kingdom.  May you yearn for God, for 
the act of longing confirms your expectation that God is 
here.  Even in the midst of grief and struggle, even while 
wars continue, and the economic outlook seems 
uncertain, may you know God's peace through our Lord 
Jesus Christ.  As we share our journeys of life, I want to 
walk beside you.  Let me know when there is a joy, a 
celebration, a need, a health crisis.  I will do my best to be 
there for you. Being your pastor is a trust.  And I will do 
my very best to live into that trust.  
 

 Christmas is around the corner!  Christmas holds 
memories for each of us, be they happy or sad.  I think of 
trips into the Mountain Project in West Virginia, bearing 
the church's gifts for children in those poverty ridden 
areas.  I remember ringing the bells for the Salvation 
Army.  I remember with deep gratitude the warmth and 
safety of home in the  growing-up years, with stockings 
hung on the fireplace mantle, where oranges would  
appear on Christmas morning.  We never had much, but 
Christmas was special.   
 

 Consider the similarity between Christmas today 
and the world into which the Christ child was born.  His 
birth took place in a world of poverty.  Today, we have so 
much, yet we celebrate that birth in a society of 
increasing poverty and growing economic gaps.  Medical 
care was not available for a poor, pregnant woman ready 
to deliver; a stable had to do for a delivery room.  Today, 
we still wrestle with many of these same issues.  
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WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
 

FRIENDSHIP AND TALENT  

 Come join us on Wednesday, December 12th 
for our final Friendship & Talent lunch of the year. 
Come early for card signing, fellowship, and our 
annual Christmas spiced cider. An always delicious 
meal will be served at noon, and Kathy Denny will give 
the Christmas devotions after lunch. Friendship & 
Talent will not be meeting in January and February 
due to the unpredictable weather. So, please join us 
for our final celebratory noon-time meal!  We will be 
taking reservations, as usual.  

 
The Wise Men’s Gifts 
By Rev. Walter Reynolds 

 

The wise men came to Bethlehem town  
Where Mary and her baby were; 

Their treasure opened, they laid down 
Gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 

 

Their act of love I would repeat, 
Coming a humble worshipper, 
Lay, Blessed Jesus, at thy feet, 
Gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 

 

Gold from my golden bowl of thought, 
Best thought, and rich, all it doth hold 

Of mental metal, raw or wrought, 
Oh, King, I bring my gold. 

 

Another gift I would impart, 
It is my love—pure, sweet, intense: 

Held in the urn I call my heart 
I bring thee frankincense. 

 

And myrrh—the medicine for grief, 
Empowered to soothe each sufferer- 

Tears, sympathetic touch, relief- 
Oh, Lord, I bring thee myrrh. 

 

The wise men came to Bethlehem town: 
I would be wise as these men were 

And like them lay my treasurers down 
Gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 

 

 
 

IN THE CHURCH LIBRARY 
 Mike Gommel 

 

THE CHRISTMAS BUNNY... (DVD) 

 Four films made for television in 

one pack. The films include:  

THE CHRISTMAS BUNNY 

THE LITTLEST ANGEL 

THE NATIVITY 

A CHILD IS BORN 

 As you can tell from the titles, 

there are both secular and non-secular 

films, but all films are about realizing 

what is truly important, not only in this 

Advent season, but throughout the year. 

Appropriate for the entire family to enjoy. 

 

THE MESSIAH  (DVD) 

 Just days before the event, 

Curtain Call Productions was alerted that 

the Upper Galilee Choir and the Tanaana 

Symphonette Orchestra would be 

performing Handel’s Messiah at Tabgha, 

the traditional site of Jesus’ miracle of 

the feeding of the five thousand along 

the Sea of Galilee.  Working quickly and 

in close coordination with the 

Benedictine Monastery Tabgha, a 

professional video and audio team with 

five digital cameras and 16 microphones 

assembled in the sanctuary of the 

Church of the Multiplication of Loaves 

and Fish and recorded this inspiring 

performance on December 14, 2002. A 

fine and beautiful rendition of the 

famous and well-beloved oratorio. 

The previous poem was  submitted by Mike Gommel. Rev. Reynolds served as pastor of First Presbyterian 

Church from 1908 to 1920. He was also a poet and this poem appeared in a religious  paper named  The 

Silent Evangel in Dec. 1912, and later was published in the Jan. 6, 1913 edition of the Greensburg Daily 

News. Mike wanted to share this poem with you from one of our own. 
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SESSION NEWS 

 A Congregational Meeting has been called on Sunday, 
Dec. 16th following worship for the purpose of 
electing elders for the coming  year. 

TREASURERS REPORT 

 Susan Wilson reported that the audit has been completed and 

books are in order. 2019 Budget has been approved. 

SPIRITUAL FORMATION 

 TOWN met on Nov. 7th They made goody bags and thank you 

messages and distributed them to agencies in our community. 

 On Nov. 28, “Hanging of the Greens” was a dinner/work time 

fashioned around prayer and work to decorate the church 

meaningfully. 

 Carey Anne reported that the Thankfulness dinner was a 

success, and the $531.14 raised was voted by Session to go to 

the Mission Committee to be dispersed in the community. The 

Mission Committee will decide who will get the money before 

the end of the year. 

 On Wednesday, Dec. 5, TOWN will meet for a soup and salad 

dinner at 5:30, and then gather to make gift bags for the elderly. 

PERSONNEL 

 The Committee on Ministry met Nov. 28, 2018 and Pastor Wally 

Wilson was approved to serve as Interim at First Presbyterian 

Church, Greensburg. 

WORSHIP & MUSIC 

 Advent planning is underway. Greg Rust will be asking people to 

volunteer as candle lighters and readers for each Sunday during 

Advent. 

 Cathy Lincourt is attempting to line up a bell choir for Dec. 16 

services. If you are interested in joining the group, call the 

church office (812-663-2197). Practices will begin soon. 

Farm Bundle Project—A Joyful Harvest 

The soil was prepared, the seeds were planted and the crops were tended.  
Now it is time to  celebrate the harvest.  Imagine the joy recipients of a Heifer 

International grant must have upon receiving a grant and being able to use the resources 

provided to grow crops that will feed their family and their community. 

 The final 5th Sunday special offering for the Farm 

Bundle project will be  received on December 30th.  The 
Mission Committee's goal has been to raise $1,300 for the 
Farm Bundle.  Your support will help achieve that goal.  As 

you contemplate your Christmas shopping consider making 
a donation to the Farm Bundle project in honor of someone 

special in your life. 

Continued from Page 1 

 In a society where violence 

seems to be out of control, 

surrounded by hate speech in 

a culture that is becoming 

more crass every passing day, 

the Church exists as the Body 

of Christ to heal, challenge, 

bring justice, reconcile, lift up, 

restore.  The homeless 

person, the neighbor in need, 

the sojourner, the immigrant, 

the other — these are God’s 

children in need of grace and 

justice and peace.  Just do 

something for another 

person. Open the door for a 

wounded vet regardless of 

race, color, creed, or dress.  

Talk to someone whose 

manner of dress may be off-

putting.  In so doing, we may  

find true peace.  May the gifts 

of hope, peace, love, and joy 

be yours this Christmas.  May 

the love of God fill our hearts 

to overflowing, that good 

works may flow freely from us 

and from the Church we love, 

to the glory of God.    
 

God's Blessings,  
 

Wally 
 

765-278-3749                    

revwwilson@gmail.com   
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           PRAYER FOCUS FOR DECEMBER:    

 Love Came Down at Christmas  
 

 Some of you may remember reading in English literature classes while going 
through high school or college,  poems by Christina Rossetti.   She was a British poet, 
living from 1830-1894.  She wrote a variety of romantic, devotional, and children's 

poems.  I would like to share her poem Love Came Down at Christmas which was 
published in 1885.  This poem was later set to music as a Christmas carol by many 

composers.  More recently the poem was given a modern treatment by the Christian 
band called "Jars of Clay."  You may want to look for the CD and give it a 
listen.  Meanwhile, here is the poem. 

LOVE CAME DOWN AT CHRISTMAS 

Love came down at Christmas; Love all lovely, Love divine; 

Love was born at Christmas, Star and angels gave the sign. 

 Worship we the Godhead,  Love incarnate, Love divine; 

Worship we our Jesus: But wherewith for sacred sign? 

Love shall be our token,  Love be yours and love be mine, 

Love to God and all men, Love for plea and gift and sign. 
 

Kathy Denny—Care of Parish Team 

                  Our special  

               “Advent Sunday 
                 Conversations”  

                  series will be  

    “A Clear View of The  

         Birth of Jesus”  

by noted Presbyterian Mid-
East scholar,  

      Dr. Kenneth Bailey.  

During the 4 Sundays of 

Advent, we will listen and 
discuss the birth story 
from a Middle-Eastern 

perspective, likely new for 
most. Everyone is invited 
and encouraged to be part 

of the conversation!  

Sundays @ 9:15 am in the 

Memorial Room. 

Carey Anne Curran, Spiritual 

Formation Chair 

 Thank    You! 

Have you ever had a garage sale at home? 
Remember how much work went into preparing  
for it? That is what our church ladies went through  
many times over! They spent countless long hours 
preparing for this year’s sale.  We would like to show our 
appreciation to the Presbyterian Women and all others 
who helped with the October Rummage Sale.  It was an 
immense task for them to mark and put out the 
thousands of items for sale; be there on hand for the 
sale;  and pack and distribute the many items left after 
the sale. They raised well over $1,000 this year. We 
would like to thank  each one of you who helped, but if we 
try to name everyone who participated,  we are sure to 
leave someone out.  Our Presbyterian Ladies are the 
heart of our church and we love you all. 

 We would like to give a special thanks to the men 
who came to help. Especially at the end when everyone 
was so tired and worn out. They moved 6+ truckloads out 
of here after the sale. Most items were donated to Good-
will, some are being sold on consignment, and an old 
fashioned Erector Set in really great condition was 
donated to the Historical Society. 

 We would also like to thank the many people who 
went through their homes and garages to donate to the 
sale.  We probably had more stuff this year than we’ve 
had in the last several. Without you, the sale wouldn’t 
have happened! 
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As our “Faith Journeys” 

continue, this month we 

bring you a conversation 

with Mary Gommel . . .  

Interviewed and written by 
Darleen Fox. 
 

I had checked with Mike to 
see if I could join Mike and Mary in the 
dining room at Morning Breeze to share 
lunch.  I took a sandwich and we enjoyed 
lunch together.  We then went to Mary’s 
room where Mike, Mary, and I shared a 

conversation. 

 Mary was born at home on the 
Woodruff Family Farm on November 8, 
1927, and  she has one younger sister.  
Mary’s family moved to Columbus, IN for 
her dad’s work.  Mary’s mother was a 
Baptist and her father a Methodist.  The 

family attended church at Hartsville 
Methodist Church.  They attended 
church every week,  and the church was 
the center of most social events. Mary’s 
parents were 4H leaders, so she also 
joined 4H where she did a lot of cooking 

and won several prizes for her dishes. 

 Mary met Warren Gommel when 
they attended school together at Burney 
High School.  They dated and fell in love. 
Warren joined the service  during World 

War II and when he returned they were 
married. After they wed in the Methodist 
Parsonage in Hartsville on July 26, 1946, 
they drove to Columbus to have a 
hamburger and chocolate milkshake at 

Zaharakos for their honeymoon.  When 

they married, the country was still in a 
depression. Mary remembers that time 
well.  “If you could save 10 cents for an 
ice cream cone, that was something.” 
Then they returned to their home in 
Columbus to begin married life.   

 Mary and Warren had two children, 
Steve and then four years later, Mike. 
When Mike was two years old, Mary and 

Warren moved back to the family farm 
(established in 1870—Mary’s home 
today). Mary’s husband was a mechanic, 

so Mary’s father came to Decatur County 

to work the farm.    Mary worked at 
“Hook’s” Drug Store for over 20 years 
and she really enjoyed the people.   

 Their neighbors invited them to 

visit the Forest Hill Presbyterian Church.  
They liked the church and the people 
and became Presbyterians in 1954. Mary 
was pianist at the church and she and 
Warren were adult leaders of the youth 
group until the church closed.  Mary has 

been a member of First Presbyterian in 
Greensburg since 1998 when Forest Hill 
merged with the Greensburg Church.  
She especially has enjoyed the bible 
study with the Presbyterian Women (PW) 
and lunches and other activities with 
Friendship and Talent. 

 In talking with Mary about hymns, 
she said that she likes the old hymns 
like “Amazing Grace” and “In the 

Garden” and “Old Rugged Cross.”  In our 

conversation, Mary alluded that she sees 
God in folks who visit.  She remembers 
that Pastor Lawrence visited and brought 
communion on several occasions.  Mary 
hopes the church will remain open and 
gain more members, and she believes in 

“the Lord and Jesus Christ and all that 
goes with it.” 

 Mary is a lady who has lived her 
life as a true Christian. Even her son, 

Mike,  commented that he has never 

heard his mother talk negatively or 
gossip about anyone. She is a true friend 
to have. 

What a pleasure it was for me to have the 

blessing of visiting with Mary, this Child 
of God, who has lived a Christian life and 

served as a role model to so many. 

                                  Darleen Fox  
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Seeking to Live God's Word 
by Serving Others 

 

    

 
 
Shut-ins 

Mary Gommel 
Morning Breeze Rm. 69 
Greensburg, IN 47240 

Hazel Shonk 

1029 E. Tara Rd. 

Greensburg, IN 47240 

 Don McKinney 
206 E. 5th Street 
Greensburg, IN 47240 

 

  

  YOUR PRAYERS  
      DO MAKE A 
    DIFFERENCE! 

 

 

 

 

P L E A S E  K E E P  T H E S E  P E O P L E  I N  Y O U R  
C O N T I N U E D  P R A Y E R S :                 

F i r s t  
P r e s b y t e r i a n  
C h u r c h  
 

202 N. Franklin St. 
Greensburg, IN 47240 

Phone: 812-663-2197 
Fax: 812-663-9381 
E-mail: fpcgburg@etczone.com 

THINKING ABOUT VOLUNTEERING YOUR TIME TO HELP A LOCAL ORGANIZATION?  

•      Bread of Life ·  812-662-4887   

  New Directions · 812-662-8822 

•      Meals on Wheels · 812-663-6099                                         

•      AGAPE Center · 812-222-4273 

•      Big Brothers, Big Sisters · 812-663-7556 

•      Kids Closet · 812-663-2084 

•      Decatur County Special Olympics · 812-663-4690 

•      Decatur County United Fund Adult Literacy Program ·  812-560-3820 

•      Hospice of South Central Indiana · 812-314-8000 

 

Visit us at: 

www. 

fpcgburg.org 

PRAYERS 

CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING 

 Supporting Past, Present, 
and Future Leaders 

 

The Christmas Joy Offering honors 

the faithfulness of current and 

retired church workers and their 

families in need.   50% of your gifts 

to Christmas Joy provide 

assistance for current and retired 

church workers. 

 

Even as we support our current 

and former church leaders, God is 

calling new leaders for our Church 

and world, through the ministry of 

Presbyterian-related schools and 

colleges — offering students of 

color the means for a brighter 

future and enhanced opportunities 

to use their talents and skills to 

serve God, the Church and the 

world for years to come.  50% of 

your gifts to Christmas Joy make it 

possible for students to learn and 

grow in faith. 

Dennis Shepherd 
David Schlemmer 

Mary Gommel 
Larry Clark  
Judy Lozier 

Hunter Hixon  

Per Capita 2019— $40.72 

SESSION 2018 
Trustees— Mary Stradley and David Schlemmer 

Spiritual Formation— Carey Anne Curran and Katy Prairie 

Finance— Roy Simpson 

Worship & Music— Jeff Lincourt 

Mission, Outreach, and Advertising— Marilyn Woods 

Personnel— Betty Zillick 

Care of Parish— Polly Matlock 
 

After 2018, Session will be saying good-bye to Marilyn 

Woods, Mary Stradley, and Betty Zillick. Thank you for all 

your hard work and dedication.  You will be missed! 

    Merry 

Christmas 

Happy New Year 
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“Hanging  

of the  

Greens” 

TOWN Dinner Preparations 

Thankfulness Banquet 


