
  

PASTOR LAWRENCE  

Muddling Through 
 

 “Meet Me in St. Louis” is a pretty frothy 
musical with a fairly forgettable plot 
revolving around the drama of a family 
in 1904 who may be uprooted and 
moved from St. Louis to New York and 
the teenaged daughter by golly doesn’t 
want to move to New York. And then they 

don’t. End of story. 
 

But teenage angst is always a good basis for drama 
because it feels like the world is coming to an end. Out of 
this moodiness comes one of the best Christmas songs of 
the century, “Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas.” As 
Esther (played by Judy Garland in the movie version) deals 
with what she perceives as her last Christmas in St. Louis, 

she sings this melancholy verse… 
 

Have yourself a merry 
little Christmas 
It may be your last 
Next year we may all be 
living in the past 
Have yourself a merry 
little Christmas 
Pop that champagne cork 
Next year we may all be 
living in New York 
No good times like the 
olden days 
Happy golden days of 
yore 
Faithful friends who were dear to us 
Will be near to us no more 
Someday soon we all will be together 
If the fates allows 
Until then, we’ll have to muddle through somehow 

So have yourself a merry little Christmas now 
 

At least those were the lyrics penned by Ralph Blane. Do 
you remember it differently? That’s because most 
performers thought they’re too dark for Christmas and so 
they changed them. They even tweaked the lyrics before 

shooting the film. 

Continued on page 3 
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WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
 

Presbyterian Women 
There will be no P.W. Bible Study in December. The 2017 

study has ended. 
 

Friendship & Talent 
On Wednesday, December 13 Friendship and Talent will 

meet. Come early, around 11.30, to enjoy some hot 

Wassail, fellowship, and card signing for some of our 

members.  Lunch will be at noon, and the cost is $3.00 as 

always.  Polly Matlock will give devotions, but there will not 

be a business meeting that day.  

              

 

IN THE CHURCH LIBRARY 
 Mike Gommel 

 

ANXIOUS FOR NOTHING 
By Max Lucado 
 

 Are you weighed down with 

worry? Does the road ahead have large 

mountains to cross, obstacles to avoid, 

and dangerous curves to travel? Using 

Philippians 4:6-7, one of the bestselling 

inspirational authors gives us help to 

sleep better and smile more tomorrow. 

 

ISRAEL’S BROKENHEARTED PROPHET 
By Malcolm C. Davis 
 

 Hosea, one of the twelve Minor 

Prophets, is brokenhearted because God 

has commanded him to wed a woman 

He knew would be unfaithful. The Book 

of Hosea, possibly not studied often 

(well, maybe you have; I hadn’t), is 

challenging to understand in detail, but 

thanks to this short, concise 

commentary, I now know that Hosea’s 

marriage is an illustration of...well, read 

it for yourself. 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

Sunday, December 17 

Immediately following worship 

A Congregational Meeting has been called to elect  

new ruling elders to Session for the Class of 2020. 

The elders of the class of 2017 who are retiring 

are: Terri Pleak, Dennis Shepherd, and Larry Clark. 

 

       Christmas Joy Offering 

Christmas is the season of giving and a time to open our hearts to God’s 

love and grace.  During Advent a gift to the Christmas Joy Offering is a way 

to lift up those who have served the church; ministers, missionaries, other 

church workers, and their families.  It also funds the Assistance Program of the Board of 

Pension and racial ethnic schools and colleges of the Presbyterian Church USA. 

A Christmas Joy Offering envelope is in your box of giving envelopes.  Also, envelopes will be in 

the Sunday bulletin.  We will receive the Christmas Joy Offerings on Sunday, December 24.   

We’ve all had unexpected financial needs, i.e. health, education, disaster relief, and declining 

resources.  The Christmas Joy Offering allows the Assistance Program of the Board of 

Pensions to offer vital ministries to church workers and their families.  Let’s be generous with 

our gift for those who have so faithfully served our church. 
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One of the most notable changes over the ages was changing the penultimate verse… 
 

Until then, we’ll have to muddle through somehow 
into… 

Hang a shining star upon the highest bough 
 

I loathe this substitution and have been known to click off the radio in anger if I hear this version of the 
song. Because, frankly, I think the original verse really speaks to the reality of Christmas: We muddle 
through.  
 

There’s so much pressure on us to have a “merry little Christmas” with everything just right. Just like 
Esther we struggle with the weight of Christmases past, the burden of expectations, carrying the 
memories of loved ones who are no longer with us, fear of the future. We should get a merit badge for 
muddling through. 
 

And then I think of the first Christmas. Mary and Joseph on a long journey they didn’t plan to take, trying 
to find somewhere to stay, bringing a child into the world in less than ideal conditions. I can imagine 
Mary and Esther commiserating in their mutual teenaged angst wondering “Why am I here? Why am I not 
with family? What does the future hold? Why is everything changing?” 
 

In that moment Mary doesn’t need a bauble on a branch, she needs to muddle through. 
 

So, this Christmas, if you feel like you are just muddling through and making the best of things in 
turbulent times, consider yourself in good company with me and Esther and Mary.  
 

So have yourself a merry little Christmas now. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Pastor Lawrence 

PRAYER FOCUS FOR DECEMBER:    

                 
                                   What Christmas Really Means   

         
  Christmas has taken on many other things over the years. We have the story of Santa. 
We have Christmas parties. We have gift giving—which takes a big portion of our time and thought!  
Although, gift giving did start with the three wise men. These things aren’t bad in themselves.  But, it 
can take away from the real meaning of Christmas. 

 As we read, and maybe reread Luke 2:6-18, give these questions some thought. 

  What is Christmas? 
  What happened that first Christmas? 
  Why do we celebrate it? 

 Jesus, the Savior of the world, was born. He came as a baby, then he grew to be a man that gave 
his life for you and me, so we could live with him forever when we die. We celebrate his birth because 
of our faith in Him, and his birth was the beginning of the life-changing event—the cross. So, 
remember why He came. 

 I’ll end with a short poem that you may want to share with your 
grandchildren or others in your family. 

  The meaning of Christmas has always been Jesus,     
  No other story will do, 
  His birth is what we all celebrate, 
  God’s gift for me and you. 

Muddling Through— Continued from page 1 
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SESSION & COMMITTEE NEWS 

Session 

 By act of Session, 14 people were moved to inactive status. 

 A Congregational Meeting has been scheduled for Dec. 17 to vote on new ruling elders 

for the upcoming class of 2020 on Session. The elders we will be voting on will be Carey 

Anne Curran, Polly Matlock, and David Schlemmer. 

 There will be two worship services  on the 24th. The regular morning service at 10:30 

a.m. and a Christmas Eve Candlelight service at 7:30 p.m. 

 Joe Curran brought up a proposal for the church to sponsor a new Boy Scout Troop here 

at the church. They will research the possibility and revisit the subject at the January 

meeting. 

 The Annual Congregational Meeting has been set for February 25. 

 

Trustee Committee 

 We have received a promising bid from Koors Heating for the new furnace for the nursery and 

upstairs class rooms. Session has approved the bid, and with approval of Dave Schlemmer, funds 

will be taken from the Lillian Lynch Fund for this project. 

 

Care of Parish 

 Mary Narwold will be joining the Care of Parish team in 2018. 

 

Worship & Music 

 Our bell choir will play for us on December 17. 

 New copies of the Worship Books have been made and distributed. 

 On December 24, there will be two worship services— our regular service at 10:30 a.m. and the 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service will be held at the church at 7:30 p.m. 

 

Treasurer 

 The Budget for 2018 has been prepared and distributed to Session .  

 

Mission 

 A copy of the new Pictorial Directory has been issued for proof-reading. We hope to have the books 

here before Christmas. 

 

Presbyterian Women 

 A final total of $723 was earned from the Rummage Sale. Close to $250 was received for the Thank 

Offering and this amount was sent to the Presbyterian Women’s Group. 

 

Spiritual Formation 

 Family Faith Night winter term is looking good. There are several ideas for the sessions starting in 

January.  

 Posters will be made available to color at church and/or to take home each week during your Advent 

Journey this advent season. These are for adults and children.  
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         God’s Green Earth: Recycling Plastics  

Did you know that every year we produce 

enough plastic film in this country to shrink-

wrap Texas? Or that although Americans 

recycle more than 2.4 billion pounds of plastic 

each year, it only makes up around 27 percent 

of the waste stream?  

What we need to know about recycling 

plastics. 

#1 Importance When Recycling Plastic— 

“Make Sure It’s Clean” 

Does that plastic lunch container still have 

yesterday's pizza in it? Don't recycle it until it's 

clean! One dirty product, or one with food 

waste still in it, can contaminate an entire bale, 

containing thousands of pounds of collected 

plastics.  This can cause thousands of 

recyclable items to go to a landfill instead of 

being recycled.  Cleanliness is essential! 

#2 is to “Know What Is Accepted” 

How can you tell what kinds of plastic to put 

into your recycling bin?  Bottles, jars, and jugs 

– this is the best way to know what is accepted.  

Remember to rinse dirty containers before 

putting into your recycling bin.  

PET plastic is the most common material used 

for single-use bottled beverages, because it is 

inexpensive, lightweight, unbreakable and easy 

to recycle. Some types of plastic are easy to 

recycle and others are not.  

Plastic grocery and produce sacks are 

commonly placed in recycle bins. These bags 

can shut down an entire recycling plant and 

should be kept out of our recycling bin. Plastic 

bags are often collected in barrels at grocery 

stores, and usually end up as plastic lumber. 

www.wm.com/thinkgreen/what-

can-i-recycle.jsp 

What Can I Recycle?    

Decatur County has their own list  

of what they will and will not take.  

Listed below are the recyclables  

that are acceptable: 

Metal 

Empty/rinse all cans; label removal not necessary 

Accept - Aluminum cans and bottles, tin cans 

Do not accept - Aluminum pans or foil, empty 

paint cans, aerosol cans 

 

Glass 

Empty/rinse all containers, remove lids, label 

removal not necessary 

Accept - Food/beverage bottles and jars 

Do not accept - Window glass, ceramics, china, 

drinking glasses 

 

Paper 

Separate newspaper, mixed paper and cardboard 

(please break down) 

Accept - Newspaper, inserts, cardboard, 

paperboard (food boxes), junk mail, catalogs, 

office and school paper, phonebooks, books and 

magazines 

Do not accept - Paper contaminated with 

food/grease, tissue paper and gift wrap, pop/beer 

can cases, milk and juice cartons 

 

Plastic 

Empty and rinse all containers 

Accept - No. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7 - Food, beverage and 

household bottles, jugs, laundry bottles, dairy 

containers and lids, deli, bakery and produce 

containers and lids 

Do not accept - No. 6 

Do not accept - Plastic bags, wraps or film, 

styrofoam, or motor oil bottles 

 

  

www.decaturin.org/waste/recycle 
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Seeking to Live God's Word 

 

   Shut-ins 

Anna Clemenz 
Aspen Place — Room 405 
2320 N. Montgomery Rd., 
Greensburg, IN 47240 

Bill Baumgartner 

At Home, 924 E. Beechwood 

Ln., Greensburg, IN 47240 

Hazel Shonk 

Morning Breeze 

950 Lake View Dr. 

Greensburg, IN 47240 

Barb Blare 

Flatrock Nursing Home 

Rm. 107, Rushville, IN  

Pat Rooker 

1555 N. Main St., Rm. H122 

Frankfort, IN 46041 

                  
YOUR PRAYERS DO  

MAKE A DIFFERENCE! 

 
 

 

P L E A S E  K E E P  T H E S E  P E O P L E  I N  Y O U R  
C O N T I N U E D  P R A Y E R S :                 

F i r s t  P r e s b y t e r i a n  
C h u r c h  
202 N. Franklin St. 

Phone: 812-663-2197 
Fax: 812-663-9381 
E-mail: fpcgburg@etczone.com 

THINKING ABOUT VOLUNTEERING YOUR TIME TO HELP A  

LOCAL ORGANIZATION?  

• Bread of Life ·  812-662-4887   

  New Directions · 812-662-8822 

• Meals on Wheels · 812-663-6099                                         

• AGAPE Center · 812-222-4273 

• Big Brothers, Big Sisters · 812-663-7556 

• Kids Closet · 812-663-2084 

• Decatur County Special Olympics · 812-

663-4690 

Terri Pleak — Trustees   

Larry Clark — Spiritual Formation and Education  

Roy Simpson — Finance, Investment, and Stewardship 

Jeff Lincourt — Worship and Music 

Marilyn Woods — Mission, Outreach, and Advertising 

Katy Prairie  

Betty Zillick — Personnel  

Dennis Shepherd — Care of Parish 

Mary Stradley 
  

Rev. Lawrence Lee — Pastor 

Darleen Fox — Clerk 

 Visit us at: 

www. 

fpcgburg.org 

2017 Session  

PRAYERS 

Prayers 
Each week, on Sunday, our 

church is praying for a 

member or family in our 

congregation, or whoever 

they request we  pray for. 
 

We are also selecting a 

church in the Whitewater 

Valley Presbytery each week 

to pray for as well. 
 

 

For the month of December 

we have selected:  

Thelma Corya 

Kathy Denny 

Rose Ewald 

Jerry & Darleen Fox 

Mt. Carmel Presbyterian 
Church, Brookville, IN 

First Presbyterian Church, 
Connersville, IN 

First Presbyterian Church, 
Decatur, IN 

First Presbyterian Church, 
Edinburgh, IN 

First Presbyterian Church, 
Elwood, IN 

Agatha (Aggie) 
Search 
Alice Rust 
Anna Clemenz- 
Aspen Place 
Audrey (Rust) 
Hadler 
Barbara Blare 
Bill Baumgartner  
Brenda Oldham  
Carol Courtney 
Claude Bilbrey 
Clinton Shepherd 
David Prairie 
Eleanor Dixon 
Eva Westhafer 
Hazel Shonk 
John Connell 
John Yale 

Jonathan Friend- 
infant  
Kate Bausback 
Kathy Autry Miller 
Larry Baker 
Larry Prairie 
Larry Skinner  
Mary Gommel 
Merrilyn Gronau    
Michael Yarmuth  
Monique Rust-
Metzing 
Naoyuki Furukawa 
and family 
Phyllis Hellmich 
Rose Prairie 
Steve Gookins 
Toni Prairie  
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November Pictures 2017 

 

 

NO Pictures as of yet. 

Still have not received pictures from the  

Thankfulness Banquet. 

If I get them, I will complete this page and post it on the 

bulletin board in the reception hall. 

 

Merry Christmas to You and Yours 
                    From  

                      First Presbyterian Church 

                      Greensburg 


