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First  Presbyterian Church  

Last month I encouraged 
everyone to write 100 words of 
wonder about God. I have received 
two this month. The first by Darleen 
Fox I shared in a sermon. It was very 
moving how she shared her 
experience of God’s presence in the 
midst of grieving the loss of Tom. 
This month I would like to share 100 
Words of Wonder by Kathy Denny: 

After hearing Pastor Bob’s 
sermon on Sunday, August 07, his 
message on faith and the people  he 
depicted in his examples reminded 
me of my last year and a half of life 
with my husband, Norm Denny. 
Norman was diagnosed with a brain 
tumor in early June of 2013, and had 
subsequent surgery the end of that 
month. Throughout the year and a 
half he lived after the surgery, he 
exemplified the utmost faith. He 
never gave up on life. He was able to 
really enjoy golf during that time, 
until it got too cold outside to play 
golf in the late fall of 2014. He had 
lost the peripheral vision on the left 
side of each eye as a result of the 
tumor, even after the surgery to 
remove it. Therefore, the great guys 
he played golf with would help him 
track the ball when he hit it. This 
would have discouraged many 
people from even going out to play 
but not Norman. He also enjoyed his 
pilates and yoga classes he took at 
the YMCA. He was in two yoga 
classes and one pilates class. He kept 
going to these classes throughout 

his illness and treatments. 
Furthermore, he went to the 
exercise room and lifted weights; 
doing his own strength routine he 
had devised himself. He participated 
in these activities until about 5 
weeks before he passed away. Even 
though that early fall of 2014, he 
was getting confused finding his 
way around the Y to get to and leave 
his classes. Some dear people helped 
him, and I drove him to and from the 
classes. I was going in with him and 
going to meet him in his class in 
December of that year. But he would 
not give up going until we returned 
from our trip with family at 
Christmas. Even before then he was 
having trouble finding his way from 
one room to another here at home. 
So, I was guiding him here and there 
until he lost his vision on January 6, 
2015. After taking him to the 
emergency room that night, it was 
necessary for him to stay at Aspen 

Continued on page 2 
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COMMUNION Sept. 

4th 

Mission & Outreach 
Meeting–        6:00 

Sept. 

20th 

Family Faith Night  
Dinner—5:30 p.m. 
Classes—6:00 p.m. 

Sept.   

7th, 

14th,  

21st, 

28th 

There will not be a 
Trustee Meeting or 
Session Meeting 
in September 

 

PW Bible Study—
10:30 a.m. 

Friendship & Talent 
Luncheon—noon 

Sept. 

14th 

 

Men’s Bible Study 
Wednesdays at 10:30 

Sept. 

7, 14, 

21, 28 

  

THE  CALL  

John 14:27  Peace I leave 
with you; my peace I give to 

you. Not as the world gives do 
I give to you. Let not your 

hearts be troubled, neither 
let them be afraid. 

Septe mber  

Newslet ter  
2016  

www.fpcgburg.org 
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Pastor Bob’s Reflections —

Place. This is where he declined until 
he passed away there on January 23.  

Pastor Bob said faithfulness is 
“holding fast to the promise of God,” 
and faithfulness is “moving forward.” 
Norman was a perfect example of 
having faith in God. 

I also knew Norm as a man of 
faith. He served the church as 
treasurer and Elder. He built 
relationships with the young people 
on Family Faith Nights. He was eager 
to learn and study and grow in faith 
even after he was diagnosed with 
cancer. I think the lesson Kathy’s story 
and Norm’s life teaches us is to live life 
to the fullest trusting in God each and 
every day no matter what life brings 
us. 

What are your 100 Words of 
Wonder about God? Where do you see 
God’s love and grace in everyday life? 
Share with us, your community of 
faith, so we can all grow in faithfulness 
that holds fast and moves forward. 

Think about it – Pray about it – Live it 

Bob 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY    

Ladies, please join us for P.W. Bible Study on 

Wednesday, September 14th at 10:30 a.m. Lois Laskowski 

will lead the lesson on “Grace Changes Everything: 
Witness, An Alternate City.”  A 10 minute DVD 

presentation accompanies this study. 
 

FRIENDSHIP & TALENT  

Wednesday, September 14th, after Bible Study, we 

welcome you to come to Friendship & Talent at 12 noon 

for our delicious meal. A brief meeting will follow with Pat 

Martin giving the devotions.  
 

TRAVELING PRESBYTERIANS 
Our Travelers will go to Beef-and-Boards dinner theatre 

on Saturday, September 17th to see the matinee 

performance of “Menopause, the Musical” We hope 

the girls have a wonderful time. 

 

 

 

 
 

Men’s Bible Study meets at 10:30 a.m. on Wednesday 

mornings at the home of Gary and Kathy Miller, 1805 N 

Tyrel Ave E.  Gary, a lay minister at their home in Florida, 

is leading the study. All men are welcome. 

PW Women’s 

Rummage Sale                                                                                                  
Thursday, September 29th 

from  1 p.m. until 7 p.m.  

Friday, September 30th 
from 9 a.m. until noon 

At the Greensburg 

First Presbyterian 
Church 

Annual “End of Summer” 
Picnic and Outdoor 

Worship Service  
Our annual Picnic and Outdoor 
Worship Service   is scheduled for 
Sunday, September 11th at High 
Point Orchard. Service begins at 
10:30 a.m. Pastor Shannon Burford 
will join Pastor Bob McAulay in 
giving the sermon, and  we have 
invited the congregations of 
Kingston and Springhill to join us. 
Following the worship service we 

will have an outdoor 
picnic with lots of 
food, fun, and games.  
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 Prayer Focus For September 

                  Remember September 11, 2001 

 

 Do you remember where you were on 9-11, or what you were doing when you  

heard the news of the twin towers being struck?  Do you remember when you first saw 

the film on TV?  Many emotions surfaced -- shock, confusion, fear, and anger. 

 We are still greatly affected by acts of terrorism.  Our lives are very different today. 

Just try to take a plane trip,  attend a sporting event, or even make a trip to your local 

courthouse.  Security is so present it has almost become annoying.  Don't let that 

happen. 

 We were changed in the face of such a violent act, but Paul reminds us to hold 

fast to our faith. ". . . and now these three remain: faith, hope, and love . . . "  

(1 Corinthians 13:9-13)  We must regain the sight of God's goodness. 

 How has 9-11 changed you?  Do you worry more?  Hate more?  or Do you pray 

more?  

 Take a moment to pray for the countless families and friends who have lost loved 

ones because of terrorism.  Pray for them and don't forget to pray for your enemies. 

 

Polly Matlock—Care of Parish Team 

       “Can God spread a table in the wilderness?”—-Psalm 78:19 

Kathy Denny—Mission & Outreach Committee 

 

 On Sunday, October 2nd, Presbyterian 

churches nation-wide will be collecting 

donations  for the Peace & Global Witness 

Offering. Your giving will further the 

ministries working to spread God’s peace 

and grace in local neighborhoods and in 

areas of unrest around the world. Where 

lives are threatened by injustice and 

violence, God can, has, and will spread a 

table of peace and reconciliation. 75% of  

monies collected will go for national and 

global assistance, and the remaining 25% 

will go for a local ministry. Our Mission & 

Outreach Committee has chosen that our 

25% of the collection will go to the local 

Transitional Living Center (TLC) to help 

those who are transitioning out of 

homelessness. 

 You will see articles in the e-call during 

the four weeks prior to the Peace & Global 

Witness Offering. These articles will talk 

more about our journey to peace, and will 

lead up to the October 

2nd envelope collection 

for  th i s  o f fer ing 

promoting peace in the 

world. We hope you will 

respond by donating. 

A Season of Peace 
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 The Personnel Committee is working on 

several items including finding a worker for 

the nursery and making a recommendation 

about the custodian's position beginning in 

January, 2017 when Bob Stewart retires. 
 

 Terri Pleak reported for the Pastor 

Nominating Committee indicating that several 

telephone interviews and conference calls 

have taken place. They are asking for your 

continued prayers. 
 

 Session unanimously voted to renew Pastor 

Bob's contract as interim minister.  Elders 

praised Bob for his work with our church in 

helping us come to a point where we are 

ready to invite someone to be an installed 

pastor.  Pastor Bob pointed out that the 

contract for an Interim Pastor is with the 

session; for an installed pastor it is with the 

congregation.  Pastor Bob's new contract is 

October 1, 2016 to September 15, 2017 with 

provisions for release in the event that a 

candidate for installed pastor is found in that 

time period. 
 

 Pastor Bob's "minute for education" included 

two articles with a focus on "The Need for 

Newness."  During this past year Pastor Bob 

had asked each committee to come up with 

"something new"--and they did (e.g. Men's 

Prayer Group, Day of Caring, etc.).  The 

second article presented by Pastor Bob 

pointed out that we need to ask "ordinary 

Christians" to be leaders--"that is mostly what 

you have anyway." 
 

Please remember to thank the elders who 

serve on session to lead our church. 

    Darleen, Co-Clerk 

MISSION & OUTREACH 

 Ice cream Fundraiser in June and July raised 

$500 towards Aldi gift cards to be donated to 

the Agape’s Food for Children program. 
 

 The church has an advertisement in the 

Greensburg Chamber of Commerce 2016 

Street Map. Maps are available for free at the 

Chamber of Commerce  located in the City 

Hall building, or contact Marilyn Woods. 

SESSION & COMMITTEE  NEWS 

Financial Update 

 Again the Trustees and Treasurer wish 

to thank the congregation for their generous 

and rapid response to our appeal for 

financial support in replacing the roof over 

the educational wing. To date, $17,865.00 

has been given plus $9,638.77 from the 

Schreiber Fund (a DCCF fund). The balance 

of the cost will be paid for with funds from 

the church’s Lynch Capital Improvement 

Fund. Now we are waiting to get on Gutapfel 

Roofing’s rain-delayed schedule. Meanwhile, 

that same rain continues to leak in and will 

necessitate replacement of several ceiling 

tiles. 

 As we reach the two-thirds point of 

the year, the church’s spending is just over 

50% of the budgeted amount. So the 

committees are holding spending down. 

Staffing continues to be our biggest 

expense, accounting for nearly 70% of the 

spending. Thanks to a growing economy, the 

church’s investment portfolio continues to 

grow and is currently funding about 54% of 

our spending with gifts and pledges covering 

the other 46%. Please continue to support 

the mission and outreach of your church 

through your generous gifts of time, talents 

and prayers as well as money. 

Susan Wilson, Treasurer 
 

SESSION NEWS 

Session meeting 22 August 2016:  

 Those working with children are asked to 

obtain a background check from the 

Indiana State Police.  Darleen did this 

online.  Cost is $16.50 with a credit card 

and entire process took less than 15 

minutes.  Bills for the $16.50 may be 

submitted to the church office for 

reimbursement and background checks 

must be on file.   
 

 Presbyterian Women have cleaned the 

kitchens and stoves and will clean the 

nursery before the start of FFN. 
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 We have a new leader of FFN in our midst. Her name is 

Laura (Abrell) Simmonds, and many of you know her as the 

mother of the “church baby.”  We have a little background 

information written by Laura that we would like to share: 
 

 I am the middle daughter of Chuck and Sharon Abrell and  

grew up attending First Presbyterian Church in Greensburg.  I am 

a graduate of Greensburg Community High School and received 

my Bachelor of Arts from Indiana University in 2010. Immediately 

following graduation, I began service in AmeriCorps and spent 

one year serving in the capacity of Volunteer Resource Manager 

at KidsCommons in Columbus, IN.  After my service term ended, I 

began working in local school systems as a substitute teacher. I 

felt called to work with children, but the timing just did not work 

out to complete a licensure program so I could become a full time 

teacher. I found myself pursuing other career paths that were 

nowhere near as fulfilling as teaching. Putting an effort on 

continuing to better myself through education instead of focusing 

on my passion, I completed one year of law school. I then 

discovered God had a little miracle planned for me—He took my 

focus and put it back where it belonged! I began substitute 

teaching again and am currently working to complete the 

“Transition to Teaching” program through Indiana Wesleyan 

University. During the summer, I am working as a legal assistant 

for a small law firm in Indianapolis.  
 

 I married Roger Simmonds, of Greensburg, in 2012. We 

have one child, John Robert Abrell Simmonds, who was baptized 

recently in your church.  We now reside in Adams.  
 

 I am very excited to begin working with the youth of the 

community through the church. I have so many fond memories of 

my time as a child in the church and am so grateful to all the men 

and women who gave their time to help mold me into the woman 

I am today. My prayer is for God to use me as an instrument to 

show His love to the youth of our church, and in any other way He 

deems right. 
 

NEW TO THE  

CHURCH LIBRARY 

The Battle Hymn of the 

Republic 

This book traces the familiar 

hymn through the history of 

our country, from its 

beginnings in the antebellum 

camp meetings to the Civil 

War, from the 1930’s Unions 

to the Civil Rights Movement, 

to the second inauguration of 

President Obama. Because of 

its militant and apocalyptic 

imagery, many churches today 

have removed the Battle 

Hymn from their hymnbooks, 

but it stubbornly refuses to go 

away. If you enjoy history, you 

will enjoy this book. 

Jesus and the Jewish 

Roots of the Eucharist 

The author shines fresh light 

on the Last Supper by looking 

at it through Jewish eyes. 

Using his knowledge of the 

Bible and Jewish traditions, 

Dr. Pitre explores the 

Passover, the Manna from 

heaven during the Exodus, 

and the bread that is Jesus’ 

body. Understanding how 

Jesus united the Last Super to 

His death and Resurrection 

may give the reader a more 

profound experience in one of 

the most meaningful tenets of 

faith. 

Family Faith Night will resume on  

Wednesday, September 7th  

beginning with a meal at 5:30 p.m.  

Followed by Faith and Fun at 6:00 p.m. 

We welcome Laura Simmonds who is the new leader 

of the FFN program.  

MISSION & OUTREACH CONTINUED 

 Day of Caring is 

Sunday, October 23rd. 

Remember to sign the 

sheets (located in the 

Reception Hall) where 

you wish to help. Family 

and  f r iends a re 

welcome to join us. 
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Seeking to Live God's Word 
by Serving Others 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Shut-ins 
Anna Clemenz 
Aspen Place, 2320 N. Montgomery Rd., Room 313, 

Greensburg, IN 

Hazel Shonk 

At Home, 1029 E. Tara Rd., Greensburg, IN   

Rocky and Barb Blare 

At home, 207 Orchard Drive, Greensburg, IN  

Gary Miller 

At home, 1805 N. Tyrel Ave. East 

Greensburg, IN 47240 

Bill Baumgartner 

Aspen Place, 2320 N. Montgomery Rd., Room 110, 

Greensburg, IN 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer List 

Gia Westhafer                        Johnny Budd 

Steve Westhafer                    Shirley Clark 

Damien Brown                       Joan Banks 

Charles Gilliland                     Al Jones 

Bill Baumgartner                    Travis Blanford 

Cathy Lincourt                        Brenda Oldham 

Marvin Shepherd                   Laura Owens     

Connie Shepherd                   Hunter Hixon 

Iris Scheibler                          Jr. and Iris Deiwert  

Ellen (Friend of member)      Patti Wenning  

Bill Neal                                  Joe Rust  

Steve Gookins                         

Barbara Sterchi  
 

YOUR PRAYERS DO MAKE A DIFFERENCE! 

Phone: 812-663-2197 

Fax: 812-663-9381 

E-mail: fpcgburg@etczone.com 

Web: www.fpcgburg.org 

F i r s t  P r e s b y t e r i a n  
C h u r c h  

202 N. Franklin Street 
Greensburg, IN 47240 

Per Capita 
For 2016 

$37.70 

Visit us at: 

www. 

fpcgburg.org 

P L E A S E  K E E P  T H E S E  
P E O P L E  I N  Y O U R  
C O N T I N U E D  P R A Y E R S :                 

THINKING ABOUT VOLUNTEERING YOUR TIME TO HELP A LOCAL ORGANIZATION?  

• Bread of Life ·  812-662-4887   

  New Directions · 812-662-8822 

• Meals on Wheels · 812-663-6099 

• AGAPE Center · 812-222-4273 

• Big Brothers, Big Sisters · 812-663-7556 

• Kids Closet · 812-663-2084 

• Decatur County Special Olympics · 812-663-4690 

• Decatur County United Fund Adult Literacy Program · 812-560-3820 

• Hospice of South Central Indiana · 812-314-8000 

September Events 

 Sept. 7—Event ‘fore’ Caring, North branch Golf course, sponsored by 

Hospital Foundation of Decatur County, 812-663-1220 

 Sept. 10—Market to Meal “The Dining Affair of the Year”, sponsored by 

Main Street Greensburg. For info call: 812-222-0037 

 Sept. 16—Tee Off Fore Ta-Tas, Say Ta Ta to breast Cancer. For info call: 

812-663-1220 Hospital Foundation of Decatur County. 

 Sept. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30—Summer Farmer’s Market, starting at 2:00 p.m. 

each Friday on the courthouse square. 

September 24th from 7:00 a.m. till Noon 

Kiwanis Club’s Annual Pancake Breakfast 
  At the First Presbyterian Church Basement 

All you can eat Pancakes and Sausage 

$6  for Adults,  $3  for ages 6-12 ,  Under 6 FREE  

Tickets available at the door, can be purchased from Bill Hadler at  Moeller 

Insurance, or from any Kiwanis Club member. 
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Traveling Presbyterians 

went to Helen Hamilton’s 

Button Show at the Batar 

in August. 

Ice Cream Social 

at the Kingston 

Presbyterian 

Church 

A good time was 

had by all!  


