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First  Presbyterian Church  

October is a great month. I 

wait 12 months for the weather we 

usually get in October. I live for 

nights in the 40’s and 50’s and days 

in the 60’ and 70’s. I guess that is 

what happens when you grow up in 

California. But, enough about the 

weather, there are a couple of great 

things going on in the life of First 

Presbyterian this month as well. I 

hope and pray you will live out your 

faith and participate in both. The first 

is the Day of Caring, and the second 

is a class on Wednesday nights on 

prayer at Family Faith Night. 

We will celebrate our first 

annual Day of Caring on Sunday, 

October 23 at 10:30 am. First 

Presbyterian’s Day of Caring is a 

special day of ministry, where every 

member of First Presbyterian will 

have the opportunity to live our faith 

by loving God and loving our 

neighbor. 

We do not have a full church 

service on Sunday, the 23rd. This is 

not an excuse to miss church, rather 

we will gather for song, word, and 

prayer. In worship we gather to hear 

the Word of God. This particular 

Sunday we will live the Word for our 

community. We will be living out our 

mission of  "Seeking to Live God's 

Word by Serving Others."  We will go 

out to serve the community. There is 

a volunteer opportunity for every 

person, regardless of age or ability. 

As always, everyone is 

welcome to join us - whether you are 

a member, guest, or you just have a 

passion to serve, please join us! And 

bring a friend to get to know us. 

Wednesday, October 26 will 

begin our class on Prayer. We pray in 

worship every Sunday. We pray at 

home, at work, at school, everywhere 

and at all times. Sometimes we feel 

like we do not know what to say or 

are afraid to pray aloud in public. 

Prayer is often called a conversation 

with God. Sometimes it is sitting 

silently in the presence of God 

allowing the Spirit be present with 

us. There are many ways to pray. But 

how does prayer work? What are we 

doing when we pray? Does it help 

God to know what is on our hearts 

and in our minds? Does it change 

our hearts and actions when we 

pray? Does prayer make cancer go 

away or wars cease? What happens 

when we join our own individual 

prayers with the prayers of others 

around the world?  

Continued on page 2 

 P A S T O R  B O B ’ S   
          R E F L E C T I O N S  

 

COMMUNION October 

9th 

Trustee Meeting–        
6:00 pm 

October 

10th 

Family Faith Night  
Dinner—5:30 p.m. 
Classes—6:00 p.m. 
No FFN 5th or 12th 
due to fall break 

October 

19th, 

26th,  

 

Session Meeting— 
5:00 pm 

October 

24th 

PW Bible Study—
10:30 a.m. 

Friendship & Talent 
Luncheon—noon 

October 

12th 

 

Men’s Bible Study 
Wednesdays at 10:30 

October 

5, 12, 

19, 26 

Adult Bible Study 
Weds.-6:00 p.m. 

October 

26th 

THE  CALL  

Octo ber  
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY    

Join us at 10:30 a.m. on Wednesday, 
October 12th for the next PW Bible 
Study entitled: “Cultivating the garden.”  
Susan Wilson will lead this lesson, 
followed by the DVD that goes with the 

lesson.  
 

FRIENDSHIP & TALENT  

After PW Bible Study, at noon you are 
welcome to join us for lunch with our 

Friendship and Talent group.  An 
always delicious meal is served for only 
$3.  All ladies are invited, and Darleen 
Fox will give the devotions. 
 

TRAVELING PRESBYTERIANS 

Since Marguerite Roller is celebrating 
her 100th birthday this month, we will 
be attending her birthday party on 
October 15th for our excursion this 

month. Look for details on page “3” of 
this newsletter. 
 

We would like to thank all the 

women who helped to set up for and 

participate in the success of PW’s 

Annual Rummage Sale. 

 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY will continue to meet 

on Wednesday mornings in October at 
the home of Gary and Kathy Miller, 
1805 N Tyrel Ave E.    

Each meeting will start at 10:30 a.m.  
and Gary, a lay minister at their home in 
Florida, has graciously agreed to 
continue leading the study.  All men are 
welcome. 

 

 

 

 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT ADULT BIBLE STUDY 

Develop a greater understanding of 

prayer. This is the topic of the first 
Wednesday night Adult Bible Study, 
which begins on Wednesday, October 

26th.  Join us, as Pastor Bob leads us 

this October and November, to learn 
more about the formidable aspects of 
prayer. We will unite with family faith 
night for a dinner at 5:30 p.m., and meet 
for Adult Bible Study immediately 

following. We hope to see you there. 

 Pastor Bob’s Reflections —

Continued from page 1 

It has been said we always need to pray the prayer that never fails, “Thy will be done, Lord.” 

Jesus prayed all the time. He went away to be alone to pray. He taught his disciples to pray. He 

prayed in the hour of his greatest suffering to not have to suffer on the cross, yet he prayed God’s will 

be done.  

If you have ever had any questions about prayer, or wanted to learn about the different ways 

to pray, or wanted prayer to become an everyday part of your faith life, join us on Wednesday nights. 

Again, everyone is welcome and bring a friend. 

October: Great weather; Great opportunities to live your faith in service; Great opportunity to 

grow in the practice of prayer; Great month to be a part of First Presbyterian. Praise God!! 

Bob 
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 Prayer Focus For October 

                         The air is cooler. The green leaves will soon be turning shades of red,                    

                  yellow, and gold. Lastly, they will turn brown and fall to the ground with the 

wind twirling and blowing them into your neighbor’s yard. 

      How colorful is your life?  How colorful is the life of our church?  Are we inviting 

God’s Holy Spirit into our lives and worship? 

      Are we allowing our hearts to be vibrant with prayer, praise, thankfulness, and 

adoration?  These can be shining hues in our lives, bringing us into a closer relationship 

with God; bringing us closer to each other. 

      As you see the leaves change this fall, take time to pray for our congregation to 

grow deep in our relationship with God and community.  Pray for a change in the way we 

see each other. 

      Pray that each of us will see others as God sees us: God looks into the hearts of 

each  created in the likeness of Him. May our talents, gifts, words and actions, and 

desires be vibrant with the colors of God’s love, unity, peace, joy, and compassion. 

      Pray that Greensburg FPC will be a landscape of the handiwork of God, showing 

our community the vast care and grace of the Trinity freely available to all peoples.  We 

do not want to become dry, brown leaves falling to the ground, eh? 

Dennis Shepherd—Care of Parish Team 

 Marguerite Roller was born in Decatur County to descendants of Purvis/ Mitchell 

families and grew up on a farm in Jackson Township. She is formerly of Greensburg and 

now resides in Bloomington. 
 

Family and friends are invited to celebrate 

Marguerite’s 100th birthday 

Saturday, October 15, 2016                 

1:00 to 4:00 PM 

(Words of celebration and cake cutting at 2:00 PM) 

Hampton Inn Suites 

2075 N. Michigan Avenue 

Greensburg, IN 47240 

(Please no gifts) 

invita
tio

n

invita
tio

n

invita
tio

n   invitation

invitation  
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How you can help the TLC: 
 

 Become a prayer partner 

 Make donations 

 Join our food team 

 Be a mentor 

 Join the maintenance and 

mowing crew 

 Volunteer: 

01. Office 

02. Transportation 

03. Donation pick-up 

04. Meals 

05. Resident mentor 

Items needed: 

 Toilet paper 
 Paper towels 

 Tooth paste/tooth brush 
 Sugar 
 Coffee 

 Milk 
 Water 

 Women’s and men’s underwear/socks 

 Toiletries (deodorant, pads, soaps, etc.) 
 

The Greensburg TLC is currently 

looking for a live-in “Women’s Dorm 

Assistant Caretaker.” This is a paid 

position. 

If interested, contact Jose Rivera at 

812-560-1984 for more information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

310 S. East Street 

Greensburg, IN 47240 

THE TRANSITIONAL LIVING CENTER 

ALSO KNOWN AS TLC 

Mission Statement: To demonstrate love and support for those in 

Decatur County in need by providing shelter and educational opportunities 

while encouraging self -sufficiency. 

There by the Grace of God go I… 
Written by Tonya Downey, TLC Volunteer 

 

I love to volunteer. It is the most fulfilling way to spend time, 

and it is the grace that brings my soul joy. For the last year, I 

have been volunteering at the TLC. In the past, I have been 

apprehensive toward the homeless. I was one of those 

people who wondered if they are just really feeding an 

addict who doesn’t care to get clean, or someone who has 

accepted this life and doesn’t actively seek employment or 

change.  

 

In prayer, God revealed to me, “There by the grace of God 

go!”  It is not my place to judge, it is by the grace of God that 

I have a roof over my head and a warm place to sleep at 

night. You never know what that man’s story is and I choose 

to help others because I am able. Some of the most 

important people skills and lessons in humanity have been 

taught to me by those in need. 

 

Someone in the ministry once told me, “These people are 

just like us. The only difference is, when you are at your 

lowest moments, you go home, shut your front door, and 

crumble in privacy. These people suffer their lowest 

moments out in the open for everyone to watch.” That 

resonated with me because it is true. I know that no matter 

what happens in my life, mental illness, addiction, 

joblessness, or abuse (God forbid…) that one phone call to 

my parents, friends, or even distant family and I would be 

taken care of. I was born into this loving, supportive family 

and as long as any one of them has food and a home, I do 

as well. Sadly, so many people are born into a different type 

of life, one without love, support, food, or shelter. I 

sometimes feel, because I have such love surrounding me, 

that it is only right that I try to help those who aren’t as 

fortunate as I was. 

 

If you have never volunteered with the homeless, I strongly 

urge you to give it a try. We are all human. We all get in ruts 

in life, and it is our fellow man (or woman) who puts out a 

hand and helps us up. I promise you, darlings, those few 

hours you spend serving others will be some of the most 

rewarding you’ve experienced. Your sweet face, smiling 

eyes, and listening heart just might change someone’s 

whole day. (It might even change their whole life.) 
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Church News: 

We have welcomed four new members into our church family in 

September.  

 Laura Abrell Simmonds, by affirmation of faith. 
Laura, who grew up in this church, has decided to return to her 
church home, and she is volunteering to help guide the youth. 

 Jean Hoffman, by affirmation of faith. 
Jean is a retired teacher who has taught for 40 years in the 
Greensburg school system. 

 Jeff Lincourt, by letter of transfer. 
Jeff, formerly from the First Presbyterian Church in Crown Point , 
is presently teaching at IVY Tech. 

 Cathy Lincourt, by letter of transfer. 
Cathy, also from First Presbyterian in Crown Point, is the wife of 
Jeff Lincourt, and she is a retired music teacher. 

 The October end-of-month pitch-in dinner will be on Sunday, 

October 30th following church services. 

 Reminder, Day of Caring is Sunday, October 23rd. 

 Our Church Picnic and Outdoor Worship was a lot of fun. We had 

a total of 93 people in attendance,  and we would like to thank 

Rev. Burford and the congregations of Springhill and Kingston for 

joining us. Additional pictures from the picnic  will be posted on 

our web page next week. 

 

A PERSON SUFFERING FROM DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE CAN LOSE FAITH AND BEGIN 
TO DOUBT THE GOODNESS OF GOD.  

God is with us. Even in the midst of our pain 

and torment; we have a generous, loving God 

who sees all things and knows all things. 

With God’s grace, we lift our hearts and give 

our lives to God with assurance that no 

matter our circumstance, we are God’s 

children, forgiven and free. 

Lord, hear our prayers for those who suffer at the hands of  those who 
should love them most. Provide your comfort, your healing, and your peace. 

Amen. 

If you or a loved one is in need of help, call the New Directions 

IN THE  

CHURCH LIBRARY 

Bible Babe  

by Kristin Swenson 

 Are you confused by the 

bible? Does a phrase found here 

contradict a phrase there? How do 

people use the same Bible to 

argue different sides of an issue? 

Is “Adam” the name of a specific 

man or a generic term for 

Mankind? Without promoting or 

undermining specific beliefs, Bible 

Babel offers an accessible, 

intelligent and sometimes gently 

humorous guide to the most 

talked about book of all time. 

Hoosier Zion  

by L. C. Rudolph 

 The dust jacket on this 

book is wrinkled, torn and taped, 

but you can’t judge a book by its 

cover. This is an excellent history 

of the beginnings of the 

Presbyterian church in early 

Indiana. Of particular interest to 

our congregation are the mentions 

of the Greensburg and Kingston 

churches and our early pastors, 

the Rev.’s Samuel Lowry, David 

Monfort, and James Wheeler. It 

was Rev. Wheeler’s adherence to 

the “New School Religion” that 

created dissention and caused a 

split in our congregation.  

STEWARDSHIP 

October is the time to be thinking about Stewardship  

Soon you will be receiving a letter from the Stewardship Committee of Session asking for your 

pledge, time, and talents you are willing to share with the church for the coming year.  Please 

use this time to talk with your family and pray about your decision. 

2 Corinthians 8:7 (New International Version) 

"But since you excel in everything--in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness, and in 

the love we have kindled in you --see that you also excel in this grace of giving complete earnestness 

and in your love for us ... see that you also excel in this grace of giving."     

October is 
Domestic 
Violence 

Awareness 
Month 
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Seeking to Live God's Word 
by Serving Others 

 
Shut-ins 
Aspen Place, 2320 N. Montgomery 
Rd., Greensburg, IN 
 

Anna Clemenz— Room 405A 
 

Bill Baumgartner— Room 110,  
 

Charles Gilliland— Room 407 

Florence Shelp— Rm. 101 

Pat Martin— Rm. 308 

Hazel Shonk 

At Home, 1029 E. Tara Rd., 

Greensburg, IN   

Rocky and Barb Blare 

At home, 207 Orchard Drive, 

Greensburg, IN  

Gary Miller 

At home, 1805 N. Tyrel Ave. East 

Greensburg, IN 47240 

 

Prayer List

 

Gia Westhafer 
Steve Westhafer 
Marvin Shepherd 
Shirley Clark 
Pat Rooker’s Daughter &  
                       Son- in-law 

Iris Scheibler 
Joan Banks 
Al Jones 
Travis Blanford 
The family of Bill Neal 
Joe Rust  
Steve Gookins  
Patti Wenning  
Laura Owens      
Barbara Sterchi  
Hunter Hixon, age 5 

Phone: 812-663-2197 

Fax: 812-663-9381 

E-mail: fpcgburg@etczone.com 

Web: www.fpcgburg.org 

F i r s t  P r e s b y t e r i a n  
C h u r c h  

202 N. Franklin Street 
Greensburg, IN 47240 

P L E A S E  K E E P  T H E S E  P E O P L E  I N  
YO U R  C O N T I N U E D  P R AY E R S :                 

Per Capita 
For 2016 

$37.70 

Visit us at: 

www. 

fpcgburg.org 

THINKING ABOUT VOLUNTEERING YOUR TIME TO HELP A LOCAL ORGANIZATION?  

• Bread of Life ·  812-662-4887   

  New Directions · 812-662-8822 

• Meals on Wheels · 812-663-6099 

• AGAPE Center · 812-222-4273 

• Big Brothers, Big Sisters · 812-663-7556 

• Kids Closet · 812-663-2084 

• Decatur County Special Olympics · 812-663-4690 

• Decatur County United Fund Adult Literacy Program · 812-560-3820 

• Hospice of South Central Indiana · 812-314-8000 

October Events 

 October 7 & 14—Final two days of the Summer Farmer’s 

Market, runs from 2:00 until 6:00 p.m. on the courthouse 

square. 

 October 19—10th Annual Chamber Shopping Scramble 

 Oct. 26 thru Nov. 4— Kid’s Closet has applied for a $25,000 

grant. They are asking that you go to: 

www.neighborhoodassist.com during these dates and vote for 

them. (You can vote 10 times per day, each day.) If Kid’s Closet 

is not on the list, it means they did not make the cut, so you may 

want to find another organization worthy of your vote. 

 

 

 

 

 

YOUR PRAYERS DO 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE! 
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Traveling Presbyterians went to  

Beef and Boards to see 

Menopause the Musical 

Wednesday Morning 

Men’s Bible Study 

Reid McClintic and 

Charlotte Anderson 

at their  

Conference Meet 

Pat Smith took a 

turn carrying the 

torch in 

celebration of 

Indiana’s 200th 

birthday! 

Outdoor Worship 

and Picnic 

Look for more 

pictures of the 

picnic at 

www.fpcgburg.org 

Next week! 


